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i Can local churches help to save marriages? 


the Door 


New marriage 
service puts ‘obey’ 
on the back burner 

Has the new 
marriage 
liturgy 
gone far 
enough? 

PAGE 9 


WE BRING GOOD NEWS 


IE 


DIOCESE OF OXFORD REPORTER IN BERKSHIRE, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE AND OXFORDSHIRE FEBRUARY 2000 




Church 
last this 
decade? 


THE CHURCH as we know 
it in terminal decline, Canon 
Chris Neal, the new 
Diocesan Director of 
Evangelisation, told The 
DOOR at the start of the 
new Millennium. A dwin- 
dling, ageing church popula- 
tion and the biggest cultural 
changes for 500 years mean 
that most people now think 
the Church is irrelevant. 

These are crucial days for 
the Church in this country,’ 
he said. ‘We need to become 
a more flexible, risk-taking, 
Church willing to find new 
ways of taking the Gospel 
message to people without 
compromising the message 
itself.’ 

There is no single blue 
print, but a network of 
prayer and leadership train- 


ing are vital, said Chris Neal 
who was commissioned by 
the Bishop of Oxford at the 
November Diocesan Synod 
in High Wycombe. He will 
combine the post with his 
work as Team Rector of the 
Thame Valley Team where 
he has already successfully 
explored ways of reaching 
those outside the Church. 

The announcement of his 
appointment came as the 
Diocese launched its new 
Strategy for Evangelisation 
2000-2010. Introducing the 
paper to Synod, the Bishop 
of Oxford said that behind it 
was a sense of urgency at the 
seriousness of the task with 
most people now distanced 
from the Church. It built on 
what was already being done 
and was meant to encourage 


parishes to find new ways of 
connecting to people and 
their culture. It was also a 
call to every Christian to be 
serious about discipleship. 
PCCs have been asked to dis- 
cuss the evangelisation paper 
as a matter of urgency and to 
send key people to one of 
four ‘Strategy for Evangelis- 
ation’ half-day conferences 
at which Chris Neal will 
speak. The first in Newbury 
on 22 January was well 
attended. All will include 
sessions on ‘ten key building 
blocks for a Church for the 
new Millennium’ and ‘mak- 
ing the most of the consulta- 
tion document’. 

Conference dates: 

5 February (Oxford) 

19 February (Maidenhead) 

26 February (Ambrosden) 



Around 300 people of all ages packed St Mary's, Aylesbury for a Millennium new 
start on 1 January. After weeks of preparation there were 22 baptisms including 
Queenie Wells, a 71 year old grandmother. The rainwater collected on the church 
roof for the celebration spoke of God's grace said the Rector, Tim Higgins adding 
'People brought their pain as well as their joys. There were tears as well as thank- 
fullness as the life of Jesus gave a new start for our journey'. 

WATERSHED FOR CHURCH LIFE? SEE PAGE 2 



As tcrvglt as coconuts... 

As good-looking as its origins 


one village coir 


here weavers <oo partitive. 
Kvrafcs 


G OLDEN COIR, the natural fibre _ 

entirely from coconut husks, woven 1 IV I 
into matting, mokes one £20 

of the most hardwearmg and 
versatile floor coverings. For all 
floors; naturally damp-resistant. 

Our mats are made to size on the loom. This means 

tKat they are property hnished at! round and don't 

need the tape edge bindings you may have seen elsewhere. Our 

coir is also extra fight weave to improve strength and durability. 

Add £3.50 per order carriage A 

phone 01608 811811 with card details. Or collect today at even lower 
prices from our Outlet shop on the A44 in Woodstock. 
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A new kind of Church? 


The situation is bleak. A new survey shows that Church attendance has fallen below 
one million. We asked Chris Neal, the new Diocesan Director of Evangelisation, for 
his reponse. Is the Church really in crisis and if so what can we do about.it? 



Millennium Lent course 
uses songs and hymns 


What is your response 
to the survey? 

We need to be realistic. The 
society in which we are liv- 
ing is changing at a phenom- 
inal rate. The Church as we 
know it is in terminal decline 
with an ageing population. 
We are not making an 
impact on young people in 
any significant numbers. In 
the 1950s 90% of people 
said that Sunday School had 
had influence on their lives. 
Now only 200,000 children 
are in church on any Sunday. 
There is also a divide 
between the over 35s and the 
under 35s. 

The culture we are living in 
is just so different from the 
one that many of us were 
brought up in - not just 
changing attitudes to mar- 
riage but the whole way we 
live. There is no longer an 
absolute defining truth: 
what is true for me is not 
true for you. 

The pace of change is going 
to increase. When people 
moved from the 1800s to the 
1900s there was a very defi- 
nite watershed and I think 
we are beginning to have the 
same feeling as we move 
from the 20th to the 21st 
century. 

Cultural change isn’t grad- 
ual. Things are set for a 
while and then suddenly, like 
the earth plates, there is a 
great shift and that’s what is 
happening now. The prob- 
lem is that 95% of the peo- 
ple in this country believe 
that the Church belongs to 
the old world. Just ‘doing 
church’ as we have done it 
for the last 500 years is not 


going to have a cultural 
impact. We have to say quite 
boldly that Church as we 
know it will no longer exist 
in ten years’ time. 

Does this depress you? 

The Chinese word for crisis 
is made up of two charac- 
ters, one meaning judgement 
and the other meaning hope. 
I think we are in a crisis and 
God’s judgement is on the 
household of faith because 
of what we have failed to be. 
You can be depressed by that 
or you can say that with 
death comes the possibility 
of resurrection. 

What are the key issues 
for us in the Diocese? 

I don’t think there is one 
great Diocesan strategy, but 
there are New Testament 
principles. If churches lived 
according to those principles 
transformation would hap- 
pen. 

The first principle is to pray; 
the second is to realise that 
God’s heart is not primarily 
for the Church but for the 
world. The lost do matter to 
God: many of Jesus’ parables 
and ministry were about lost 
people being found. So much 
of our Church’s life is inward 


looking. We might have the 
world on the agenda in the 
broadest sense but we don’t 
actually want to disturb our 
neighbours in case we 
embarrass them. 

Jesus’ life was always rela- 
tional. When he called the 
fishermen James and John he 
called them individually to 
come and spend time with 
him and find out about his 
teaching. I think we have lost 
that sense of being in person- 
al relationship. 

The third thing is leadership: 
we need people who will 
exercise leadership, especial- 
ly leadership for a change - 
men and women able to 
catch God’s vision. I’m not 
sure that we are training 
people for that kind of lead- 
ership. 

How could the Church 
look in ten years’ time? 

If we are really going to 
rediscover New Testament 
principles the Church must 
be a community where peo- 
ple meet Jesus and experi- 
ence him. I don’t think that 
will necessarily mean meet- 
ing in great buildings. It’s 
going to be a flexible risk- 
taking Church which allows 
the Spirit to work creatively 


and imaginatively. I think 
there will be structures but 
they will be evolving struc- 
tures. I think hierarchy is 
dead and we have to redis- 
cover what it is to be a 
Diocese of fellowship and 
mutual concern and care. So 
let’s not think of PCC 
‘instructions’ being ‘sent 
down’ but rather let’s turn it 
‘bottoms up’ and create a 
servant leadership. Let’s 
think of Diocesan and PCC 
structures as the roots that 
sustain the life of the plant. 
When creation was called 
into being, people were 
called into community. 
When sin entered the world 
that community was shat- 
tered but God’s longing is 
that whenever a church 
meets it can be restored and 
people can love and be loved 
- it’s a taste of heaven. 
Change is costly, but Jesus 
said take up your cross and it 
is when you lose your life 
that you begin to discover 
what life is all about. 

We have just had the 
Decade of Evangelism; 
what’s different about 
this new initative? 

Someone said that at the end 
of the Decade of Evangelism 
the Church was just about 
ready for evangelism. 
Evangelism is not a decade 
thing. It’s the heartbeat of 
God to reach out to his lost 
and broken creation. 
Therefore it must be the 
heartbeat of his Church. 

You can contact Chris Neal 
at: Thame Barns Centre, Church 
Road, Thame, Oxon 0X9 3AJ. 
Telephone: 01844 213491. 


Hymns and songs from dif- 
fernt traditions provide the 
way in to a new Lent course, 
All Together Now. The 
course includes a CD of over 
40 items of music, old and 
new, and suggestions for 

worship and group discus- 
sion. Commissioned by 

Churches Together in Britain 
and Ireland, the course is 


The Christian women of 
Indonesia have prepared this 
year’s Women’s World Day 
of Prayer on 3 March. The 
theme is ‘Talitha koum, 
young woman stand up’. 


We are sorry to report that 
the Bishop of Ebbsfleet, the 
Right Revd Michael 
Houghton, one of the 
Church of England’s three 


An invitation to come back 
to God’s basics will be given 
by J John in Beaconsfield 
School at 6.30pm on ten 
consecutive Sundays from 
January to March. Basing 
his ‘Fresh Start’ messages on 


Reading’s Council Chamber 
was overflowing when the 
Reading Jubilee 2000 Group 
was launched by the Mayor 
in January, with the aim of 
maintaining pressure on gov- 


Prayers for those in educa- 
tion have been said on Ed- 
ucation Sunday in England 
and Wales for the past 100 
years. This year the day is 20 
February and the theme 


available from bookshops or 
from CTBI Bookroom, Lent 
2000, Inter-Church House, 
35-41 Lower Marsh, 
London SE1 7RL (credit 
card sales: 0171 523 2001). 
The book costs £3.50 and 
the CD £9.99, plus 20% for 
postage and packing. For 
some local Lent courses, see 
The DoorPost. 


Abingdon’s meeting will be 
at the Salvation Army in 
West St Helen Street at 
10.30am. For other local 
meetings on the day, see The 
DoorPost. 


Provincial Episcopal Vis- 
itors, died on 18 December 
aged 50, after a sudden seri- 
ous heart attack. A tribute 
will appear in the next issue. 


the Ten Commandments, he 
argues that many of today’s 
broken relationships are the 
result of separation from 
God. More details from 
01494 674634. 


ernments to cancel 
unpayable debts in the poor- 
est countries. More infoma- 
tion about the group from 
James Rowley, 0118 947 
2223. 


‘Time to Learn’. A resource 
leaflet is available from The 
National Society, Church 
House, Great Smith St, 
London SW1 3NZ, or see 
www.natsoc.org.uk. 


How can local churches begin to cope with the crisis? 


Prayer is the key issue. 
Think of Jesus. For the 
whole of his life he sought 
his Father's will and his 
Father's way in prayer. 
Most PCCs begin with a 
prayer but how many PCCs 


actually spend time in 
prayer, saying to God what 
do you want us do? If more 
churches prayed with an 
expectaction that God is 
active in his world, we 
would see a transformation. 


Indonesian women plan prayer day 


Sudden death of Bishop 


Fresh start in Beaconsfield 


Jubilee 2000 in Reading 


Prayers for those in education 


HOMEWORKERS 

Work from home 
casting and painting 
miniature cottages on 
a full or part time 
basis. 

Good rate of pay. 

For a FREE info pack, 
send an SAE to: 

Dept. CH, Classic Cottages, 

32 Nantwich Road, Wrenbury, 

Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 8EN 
or tel: 01 270 780636 or 

Fax: 01270 781034 

E-mail: 

1 01 672.3538@compuserve.com 
www.dassic 
cottages.free/online.co.u 

th, OXFORD ALLERGY CENTRE 

IH Partners: Dr. PJ. & Mrs. VjV. Fell 

KJJ Private Clinic held in Oxford 

and Bloxham 

WAS IT SOMETHING I ATE? 

Specialising in Hayfever, Eczema, Food Sensitivity, 
Irritable Bowel Syndrome and many other 
allergy problems. 

We also hold regular desensitization clinics for 
Hayfever and House Dust Mite. 

01295 720329 

Email pj fell® tesco.net 
vfcll@tesco.net 
www.teleeos.com\oac.htm 

Uupji provider pp 8000 216 9 


CHRISTIAN 
MILLENNIUM MUG 

four-colour design, with 
gold rim,V2 pt featuring 
the STAR OF THE 
NATIVITY at 
BETHLEHEM 
with message 
Celebrating 2000 years 
since the birth of Christ 
(in English & Russian) 

St G«org«'s 
Orthodox 
Information Sarvi 
tha While House 


Tal: 01986 896708 
CISfciSp ptp. SoW in ad of F8mtow R 0 Church 


Mettingham 
Bungay. Sul 
NR35 1TP 



Fancy a Small 
Piece of a Very 
Big Pie? 


Then grab a fork and 
dig into the potential of 
a rapidly expanding 
market. 

Our simple, proven 
home based business 
could be your key to a 
secure future. 


Call free on 

01635 255388 


CHRISTIAN 

SINGLES 

Special information centre 
for Christians on their own. 

New friends. 100 local 
groups nationwide. Holidays. 
Weekend house parties. 
Penfriendship. Marriage 
possibilities. 20s and 30s 
national network. Spiritual 
retreats. Thousands of 
members. Established 1976. 
Reg Charity no 327940 

CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP 
FELLOWSHIP 
Dept. A202 Bawtry Hall, 
Doncaster DN10 6JH 
Tel: 01302 711007 (24 hours) 



Stephen P. Cookings 
Christian Advisor 

offering an 

Immigration Advice 
& Advocacy Service 

PO Box 947, East Oxford 
Oxon OX4 1WH 
United Kingdom 

Tel & Fax: OXFORD 790694 


Pager No: 04325 585416 



conr»|olete cfeslgo 
service 


logos, letterhieads, 
pamphlets, fivers «eT<z= 

1 2 Taunton Road 
Oldlnann O B EE 

Tel : O 1 1 2483 

o-mall : 

oete<§>gowers . fsnet. co.uk 


Stamps 'n' Things 

• .Stamps • Covers • Trade & Cigarette Cards • Bottles 
• Bygones • Cased Specimen Butterflies, Moths • Insects 
• Numerous other Collectables Suplied • 

All collecting accessories available 

John C Brown. 9 Deans Court. Bicester, Oxon 0X6 7XZ 

01869 357006 


\ 

BROOKTHORN 

GARDEN « LANDSCAPE 
SERVICES 

COMMERCIAL & % 
'll DOMESTIC 

TREE STUMP 
REMOVAL \ 
01993 851615 

Mobile 

0790 9721697 

v / 


EXETER HALL 

• Modem well equipped 
halls for max 250 guests 

• Fully licensed bar with 
full catering facilities 

• Just off Oxford ring 
road/5 mins to M40 
• Car Parking 

Exeter Hall 

Oxford Road, Kidlington, 
Oxon 0X5 1AB 

Tel. 01865 373691 


Golden Keys Recruitment 

0< ,d >0 

% lie 

Search and selection 
in pursuit of excellence 


Nursing and Hospitality Vacancies 
URGENTLY requires 

f CARERS/AUXILIARIES 
f RGN, ENG, RMN NURSES 
f CATERING ASSTS 

for work now 
Excellent rates of pay 


Call Rachel today on 01793 434533 
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News 



Time for a change in High Wycombe 


Report by Christine Zwart 


HIGH WYCOMBE could be 
the setting for the Oxford 
Diocese’s first all-age con- 
vention in July 2002. The 
town has been recommended 
because it is accessible to the 
whole Diocese and has 
excellent facilities, Frank 
Hillebrand, Team Rector of 
High Wycombe and City 
Centre Chaplain, told the 
Diocesan Synod in 
November. 

The last Diocesan 
Conference at Bognor in 
1995 had provided inspira- 
tional worship, a huge range 
of workshops and excellent 


fellowship, he said. However 
when Bognor 2001 was can- 
celled because of Butlin’s 
development plans, a steer- 
ing group started to think 
about a different kind of 
Diocesan conference - a con- 
vention for up to 4,000 resi- 
dential and day participants 
of all ages. 

In a visual presentation, 
Frank Hillebrand, chairman 
of the steering group, 
focussed on the reasons for 
their choice. High on the list 
was Wycombe Abbey School 
who were offering their 
facilities free including 


libraries, their own theatre 
and music school, halls, 
classrooms, and the use of a 
2,000 seater marquee. 
Within walking distance of 
the school there were also 
excellent camping and 
leisure facilities, churches 
and other amenities such as 
theatres and restaurants. 
The plan was to keep the 
cost to the same level as 
Bognor with a bursary fund 
for poorest parishes. 


‘Time for a Change’ had 
been chosen as a working 
title for the convention to 
reflect the new strategy for 
evangelisation which by then 
would be in place. Frank 
Hillebrand said he hoped 
High Wycombe 2002 would 
be a real growth point for 
the Diocese just as Bognor 
had been. 

The convention proposal 
now goes to the March 
Synod for final approval. 


Some Synod highlights 

• The stuffing has been 
knocked out of marriage’. 
FLAME, the Diocese’s Family 
Life and Marriage Education 
Group, asks parishes to assess 
their support for marriages. 

• Christian Conceern for One 
World was reviewed after ten 
years. Hugh Boulter paid trib- 
ute to the prophetic voice of its 
convenor, Christopher Hall. 

• In the 2000 Budget debate, 
John Yaxley, chairman of the 
Diocesan Board of Finance, 
said the annual budget must 


be cut by £500,000 by 2003 
to keep the Parish Share 
annual rise to the 7% maxi- 
mum agreed at the June 
Synod. There was concern 
about the rising cost of the 
national Church. Philip 
Giddings, Synod lay vice- 
chairman and member of the 
new Archbishop’s Council, 
said considerable discipline 
was already being applied to 
central costs. John Yaxley 
said he would write express- 
ing Synod’s concern and 
would monitor the situation. 
See page one for the launch of 
the new evangelisation strategy. 


Memorial to Falklands heroes 



Badges in great demand 


A STRIKING NEW CHAPEL 

at Pangbourne College will 
serve as a memorial to those 
who lost their lives in the 
Falklands War in 1982. It 


was dedicated by the Bishop 
of Reading on 18 November 
at a service attended by rela- 
tives of those who died and 
by many , who took part in 


the war. The building, 
expected to become one of 
the most significant build- 
ings in Berkshire, is the work 
of the Crispin Wride 
Architectural Design Studio 
in Reading. Its design, cho- 
sen from 75 entries in a 
Royal Fine Art Commission 
national competition, resem- 
bles a ship; Pangbourne 
College has strong naval 
connections. The names of 
the 255 servicemen and three 
women civilians who died 
are listed on stone plaques 
by the main entrance and 
appear on embroidered 
kneelers made by hundreds 
of volunteers. In a memorial 
room, with the help of mod- 
ern technology, relatives can 
‘visit’ the graves on the 
Falklands. The landscaped 
area outside includes a pri- 
vate seating area with water 
flowing over a granite map 
of the Falklands. Over 2,000 
people contributed to the £2 
million cost of the chapel, 
which will be open to the 
public from March. 

Photograph: Don Somner 


Lighting up 
Wantage 

People in Wantage are being 
invited to commemorate a 
loved one or celebrate an 
anniversary by sponsoring 
the floodlighting of the 
parish church. Local people 
anc) businesses raised over 
£10,000 for the Millennium 
scheme and grants came 
from several organisations. 
More about Millennium 
projects on page 7. 


Nuns move 

The nuns of the Community 
of the Companions of Jesus 
the Good Shepherd, based in 
Clewer near Windsor, have 
bought the Priory at 
Begbroke in Oxfordshire. 
The move to Begbroke will 
not take place for some time; 
the date is not yet known. 
The Priory has been home to 
a group of Servite Roman 
Catholic friars for the past 
100 years. Their last public 
service was held in the 
chapel on Boxing Day. 


When the specially commis- 
sioned Oxford Diocese 
Millennium badge went on sale 
in November the monks and 
nuns of Burford Priory, who 
had agreed to send them out, 
were inundated with orders. 


As we go to press, the Church 
of England has published a 
new report on marriage in 
church after divorce. ‘Despite 
the media hype,’ says Richard 
Thomas, Director of 
Communications, ‘it really 
isn’t saying much that’s new, 
apart from regularising on a 
national basis the kind of 


As a way of looking back in 
sorrow on the failures of the 
past, Windsor Parish Church 
staged a dramatic presenta- 
tion of the story of the three 
Windsor Martyrs, including 
a churchwarden, who were 
burned at the stake for so- 


The first consignment of 
15,000 sold out by mid- 
December and a further 
15,000 were ordered. To date 
over 23,000 have been sold. 
They are still available, at a cost 
of £1 each, from Church House. 


guidelines that a number of 
Dioceses already use. For some 
time clergy have had discretion 
under certain circumstances to 
marry those who have a sur- 
viving partner from a previous- 
ly dissolved marriage.’ We 
hope to give more space to the 
report and its possible conse- 
quences in our next issue. 


called heresy. The presenta- 
tion took place during a ser- 
vice for the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity, held in 
the parish church. As well as 
looking back, the service 
looked forward ‘in hope and 
expectation’. 


New marriage report 


Martyrs remembered 
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PROVINCIAL EPISCOPAL VISITOR 

Vacancy as a result of the sad death of 
The Right Revd Michael Houghton 



LEADERS WANTED 


GROUP TOURS AND HOLIDAYS 

OBERAMMERGAU 2000 vacancies 
Quality & Excellence a Christian 
Company. 30 years experience 
makes us a wise choice. 

0117 973 1840 

Worldwide Christian Travel 

Atol 3078 ABTAV2096 


DO YOU VALUE YOUR 
CHRISTIAN BOOKS? 


Would you like to help churches in developing 
countries to produce their own books? 

We have been doing this for over 300 years. Projects 
include mini-libraries for local church leaders; locally 
produced worship and teaching books. Christian books for 
village, hospital and college libraries. We need your help to 
continue this ministry. You can make a real difference. 
Would you like more information? Would 
you like to make a donation? Just fill in 
this coupon and send to: 

SPCK Worldwide, Freepost, London NW1 1YE bBSES Sm 
or phone 0207 387 5282 A iLid TA iAli a 


Name (please print): 
Address: 


Postcode 

I enclose a donation of C 

(cheques payable to SPCK Worldwide) 

Please send me more information «cn 231144 
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People & places 


Bogus money requests 


Clergy in the Diocese have 
recently received bogus 
requests for money from 
school children in Uganda to 
help pay school fees. They tell 
stories of the loss of parents 
and injuries to guardians, and 
when the schools mentioned 
have been contacted the 
headteacher confirms that the 
case is genuine. The Oxford 
Diocese has unfortunately 
been informed by the British 
High Commissioner that 
these particular requests are 
part of a financial scandal 
and should be ignored. 

‘Friends in Uganda advise 
that those who write letters 
direct to possible patrons in 


Britain are not likely to be the 
deserving cases,’ says Gill 
Poole of CMS. ‘There are 
many Anglican and Roman 
Catholic Church schools in 
Uganda who would know the 
truth about the local picture. 
For example there is a 
Christian foundation boys' 
school for Aids orphans in 
the devastated Luweero area; 
and the Church of Uganda 
Education Department runs a 
hostel in Kampala for sec- 
ondary school girls who need 
support. Money given to 
organisations like these 
would mean a safe and valu- 
able investment in the future 
of Uganda's children.’ 


PACT changes 
children’s lives 

It isn’t only the major charities that are working to help 
children and their families. In fact in 1999 Parents and 
Children Together (PACT), also known as the Oxford 
Diocesan Council for Social Work, helped to find new 
families for more children than some much larger charities 
says PACT’S Director, Yvette Gayford. 

Mrs Gayford listed some of PACT’S achieve- 
ments in the past 12 months: 

• There are now 28 children living with new permanent 
families in the Diocese since Christmas 1998. Some of 
these children have experienced neglect or abuse, some 
have been abandoned' overseas. ON THEIR BEHALF 
THANK YOU. 

• PACT worked with over 200 families who are experi- 
encing difficulties. Some of these families are living in hos- 
tels for the homeless; some have experienced domestic vio- 
lence or relationship breakdowns. In total PACT 
worked/played with over 500 children. ON THEIR 
BEHALF THANK YOU. 

• PACT is working with the police and social services to 
offer support to young people arresated and taken into 
custody. PACT has recruited 14 volunteers for this new 
scheme and we anticipate working with around 200 
young people per year. ON THEIR BEHALF THANK 
YOU. 

‘Diocesan funds plus other monies have made all this 
work possible. At the start of the new Millennium PACT 
is committed to working even harder to prevent family 
breakdown and to promote children’s welfare. With your 
help and prayers we will make a real difference to chil- 
dren’s lives in Britain. With your help, we already have. 
Thank you’, Yvette Gayford said. 


SNIPPETS 


The tragic death of the 
Revd Mark Ringer 


THE CHAIRMAN of 

Christian Concern for One 
World, Hugh Boulter, was 
awarded an MBE in the New 
Year Honours for his prison 
work. For 12 years he has 
been on the Board of Visitors 
of Reading Prison and is a 
former chairman of the 
Board. He has also sat on the 
National Advisory Council 
for the Board of Visitors, a 
body which advises the 
Home Office and the Prison 
Service. Hugh, who worships 
at St Thomas' Church, 
Englefield, is a member of 
the Oxford Diocesan Council 
for Interfaith Concerns and 
of the Diocesan Board of 
Education. 


BLETCHLEY PARK, 

famous in World War 2 as a 
code-breaking centre, has 
just revealed another secret. 
Attached to the side of the 
famous mansion is a little 
post office which produces 
first day covers and this 
Christmas they produced a 
limited edition of 300 covers 
for the Royal Mail’s 
Christian Tale series of 
stamps. The cover was 
designed by Mark Cornelius, 
one of Bletchley Park’s vol- 
unteers, and shows a church 
reflected in a stained glass 
window with the stamps 
cancelled with the sign of the 
fish, an early Christian sym- 
bol. Bletchley Park post 
office presented a specially 
framed version to the 
Church of Christ the Corner 
Stone, Milton Keynes. 


CHRISTOPHER HALL, 

Convenor of Christian 
Concern for One World 
(CCOW), and Michelle 
Satchell, a receptionist at St 
Aldates’ Church, Oxford, 
joinied a ten-strong team 
visiting Nicaragua at the 
invitation of the Nicaragua 
Solidarity Campaign. The 
visit is sponsored by CCOW 
and has also been helped by 
a grant from the Bishop’s 
Outreach Fund. The aim is 
to see the effects of interna- 
tional debt on some of the 


world’s poorest people. 

After 7 February 
Christopher (01869 338225) 
and Michelle (0402 
094839) will be pleased to 
share their experiences with 
schools and parishes. 


A 97 YEAR OLD priest, 
the Revd Frank Taylor, who 
lives in retirement at 
Cumnor, Oxford, recently 
celebrated the 70th anniver- 
sary of his ordination by 
presiding at a Eucharist at 
SS Peter and Paul Church, 
Botley. 


FOR THE FIRST TIME in 

living memory St Mary’s, 
Bloxham has its own curate. 
He is David Childs who was 
ordained deacon by the 
Bishop of Dorchester on 14 
December. David, a former 
Baptist minister and chap- 
lain at the John Radcliffe 
Hospital, prepared for ordi- 
nation in the Church of 
England at Ripon College. 


CHRIST CHURCH 

Cathedral’s sub-dean, the Very 
Revd Canon Robert Jeffery, 
has won a nationally contest- 
ed bursary award to help fund 
his study trip to cathedrals in 
a variety of American cities 
including New York, Dallas 
and Los Angeles. The 
Ecclesastical Insurance Award 
will enable him to make a 
comparative review of the role 
of cathedrals in the Anglican 
Communion in the light of 
the Cathedrals Measure of 
1999. 


CHRIS KITCH who spent 
more than 30 years living on 
the streets is embarking on 
an MA course in Oxford. To 
help fund it she will speak 
on her experiences at Ruskin 
College, Walton Street, 
Oxford at 7.30pm on 2 
February. There will also be 
music from the internation- . 
al flautist, Frei Zinger. The 
cost of tickets is £3. Chris, 
who now lives at All Saints’ 
Convent, will be the subject 
of our March ‘God in the 
Life of’ feature. 


Mark Ringer died tragically on 
8 January, after falling from a 
car park in Reading, at the age 
of 28 and only six months 
after his ordination to the 
priesthood. Nevertheless, his 
life and minsitry had a remark- 
able impact. As the Revd 
Alison White said at his 
Funeral Requiem, he had 
achieved more in his 28 years 
than many twice his age. 

Mark was brought up in 
Chalfont St Peter where his 
father, the Revd Phil Ringer, 
was an NSM. Mark read 
Communciation Studies in 
Wales and trained for ordina- 
tion at Cranmer Hall. His 
funeral at Pangboume Parish 
Church where he was the 
curate was packed with an 
overflow in the village hall. It 
was attended by staff from 
Cranmer Hall and many 
young clergy as well as family, 
friends and parishioners. 

Mark had battled with a bru- 
tal and at times unrelenting ill- 
ness for 12 years; at one stage 
it interrupted his training. He 
underwent major surgery, suf- 
fered great pain and saw little 
hope of a cure. Nevertheless he 
coped with remarkable 
courage and determination. 
He even ran the London 
Marathon last year. Mark’s 


experience of such suffering, so 
rare in someone of* his age, 
gave him an authority in min- 
istering to the sick and the 
emotionally wounded. He was 
a fine pastor and preacher and 
had a great gift with young 
people. His positive outlook, 
his thoughtful and open mind 
and sense of humour all con- 
tributed to making him a very 
special person. 

We extend our sympathy to 
Mark’s widow, Charlotte, his 
family and the Rector and 
parishioners of Pangboume, 
Tidmarsh and Sulham. 

+Dominic Reading 


Bishop Dominic presided at 
Mark’s Requiem Mass om 15 
January at the Church of St 
James the Less, Pangboume. 
His father, the Revd Philip 
Ringer, read the Gospel and the 
sermon was preached by the 
Revd Alison White, Mark’s ta- 
mer tutor. The prayers were led 
by the Revd Helen Brett Young, 
a student colleague of Mark’s. 
The Rector of Pangboume, the 
Revd John Staples led the com- 
mittal at St Nicholas Church, 
Sulham where Mark is buried in 
the churchyard and where he 
took' his first service in the 
benefice. 



Communities pool goodwill to 
help the elderly 

Christian and Sikh communi- small church with a mainly 
ties in West Slough joined West Indian congregation, 
forces to provide lunch for and a Sikh group which uses 
the elderly needy over the their church hall, decided to 
New Year. St Michael’s, a join in a gesture of goodwill. 


Princes Risborough Music Society 

presents 

HANDEL 

Acis and Galatea 

18th March at 

High Wycombe Parish Church, 7.30pm. 

Tickets £8 and £6 

from The Bookshop, Princes Risborough and High 
Wycombe Tourist Information Centre. 


GO FOR TT~\ 


But why go for Ordination? 
relaxed half-day Conference for the Oxford area 
10am Saturday 4th March (Includes lunch) 

An opportunity for men and women to spend time 
thinking through the issues . . . 

• to ask questions • To listen to guest speakers 
• To think • To pray 

Guest speakers include: The Rt Revd Anthony Russell 
( Bishop of Dorchester), The Revd Canon David 
Maclnnes (St Aldates), The Revd Andrew Moore (for- 
mer Chaplin of Jesus College) and and ordinand 
Registration details: 


l John Chorlton (01865) 244713 

John chorlton@staldates.org.uk 



FOR SALE 

Lanier 6432 
Photocopier. 

Recently overhauled. 

£549 ono. 

Please ring 

Soma UK 
01525 237953 

Leighton Buzzard 


Christian au Pairs 

We have capacity to take on 
new families during year 
2000 . 

Contact: Christian Au Pairs, 
106 Grattons Drive, 
Crawley, West Sussex, 
England RH10 3JP 
Telephone: +1293 882200 
Fax: +1293 414488 
e-mail: au.pairs©virgin.net 
www.christianaupairs.com 

‘The first and foremost 
Christian agency in Europe' 



FOXCOMBE LODGE 
HOTEL 

Boars Hill, Oxford, OX1 5DP 

A warm welcome awaits all by Roger & Jill. 

The hotel offers full wedding facilties catering for the smaller 
wedding or up to 130 in our own marquee. Honeymoon suites 
available. Our bars and restaurant are open to non residents. 
All bedrooms are en-suite with some four posters. 

Please phone Oxford (01865) 326326 or 
Fax Oxford (01865) 730628 

for further details or a brochure 
or better still bring this advert and have a look at what 
we have to offer and enjoy a complimentary drink in one 
of our bars. 


J3 Beautiful 
Harp Music 

Luisa-Maria Ovett 

Perfect for weddings 
& all celebrations 
Please call:- 

0498 564053 
01844 217967 


{Discover Your ANCESTORS I 
1 LET US TRACE YOUR 
FAMILY HISTORY 

For FREE estimate write to: 

ANCESTORS 

FREEPOST 1162 
/DOVER, KENT CT17 9QYDP / 


* h 


SFORO 

IDE 


TELEPHONE 01865 376368 FAX: 01865 842027 

THE SPORTS CENTRE 
FOR YEAR ROUND SPORTS & RECREATION 
^ FOR THE FAMILY 
presents a 

FEBRUARY HALF 
TERM SPORTS 
PROGRAMME 

Monday 21st - 
Friday 25th February 2000 

COACHING AND LOTS OF FUN AVAILABLE INCLUDING 
FOOTBALL, POOL DISCO, ROLLER DISCO, SPORTY FUN 
CLUB, TOTS BOUNCE, FUN CLUB, CYCLING PROFICIENCY 
AND CHILD MINDING FACILITIES, SO PARENTS 
CAN HAVE FUN TOO PLUS 
MUCH MORE 
FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION 01865 376368 




(Sermll 

C*8! Sr Cns4>e8/*'^w / %i» 


CaUc Expectations 

Individually designed Celebration Cakes 

♦ Valentines ♦ Easter 

♦ Cakes made to order for all occasions 

♦ Wedding cakes a speciality 

♦ Marzipan or sugar ornaments made to suit your 
theme 

♦ Tin hire and stand hire available 

♦ We fulfil all your cake expectations 


01865 250450 


m) 

TELEPHONE: 



strings • woodwind • percussion 


Suppliers of strings and reeds. Full range of 
accessories. Mail order service, musical 
instrument sales, piano hire and sales, all at 
very reasonable prices. 

Now relocated at Unit 3, North Hinksey 
Business Centre. Oxford 
Tel: 01865 241195 
s Fax: 01 865 798256 


Open 9-5pm Monday to Friday 


$0 


k 


Photo: Berks and Bucks Observer Group 
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TWO INTO ONE - David and Liz talk 
about their faith, their relationship 
and their commitment to supporting 
other peoples’ marriages first through 

Marriage Encounter 
0 f f* and now through a 



the Percivals 



David I attended a happy lit- 
tle prep school in Sheffield 
which had an active Christian 
Union. I began to learn about 
the Lord Jesus and on a sum- 
mer camp I committed my life 
to Him However, over the 
first year at public school I 
was bullied and teased out of 
my Christian faith. 

Liz I was born in an Anglican 
vicarage in the north east and 
for all my early life I was as 
happy in the church as I was 
in my own home. Then at the 
end of my teenage years I 
became disillusioned and 
drifted away and God figured 
only occasionally. 

When I met David at 
Cambridge University we 
were both engaged to other 
people. But I soon realised 
that I wanted to marry David. 
That situation began to bring 
me back to God. I was so des- 
perate that I found myself ask- 
ing for his help. 

David It was a stressful time. 
There were our final exams. 
My father had terminal can- 
cer and died just after I got my 
results. At the same time there 
was the emotional turmoil of 
trying to understand how my 
relationship with Liz and my 
relationship with my then 
fiancee should be unscram- 
bled. 

When I disappeared to work 
in Norway as an engineer for 
the oil and gas industry I 
asked Liz to join me. She gave 
up her job and in the middle 


of winter headed for Oslo. 
After six months of living 
together I decided one after- 
noon that this was the girl I 
wanted to make my wife. On 
the way from the office I 
stopped at the side of the 
motorway and picked a 
bunch of mustard flowers. 
When I arrived home I said to 
Liz would she marry me and 
presented her with this bunch 
of weeds. She burst into tears 
and said ‘yes’. 

Liz Our eldest John was born 
in Oslo He had colic and I 
spent a lot of my nights pac- 
ing the floor with him and 
wondering to myself what am 
I going to teach this child, 
what values am I going to 
pass onto him. That made me 
think about what I believed. 
God just seemed miles away 
and I remember lying in bed 
one Sunday morning and cry- 
ing out to God ‘Are you real- 
ly there?’. 

We moved to Stavanger. The 
ex-patriot community had 
one church in Oslo and little 
outposts around Norway and 
I had already found out about 
the outpost in Stavanger. 
They had a Bible study group 
and a lady there started talk- 
ing to me. She believed in a 
real person and I suddenly 
thought this is what the 
Christian faith is all about. I 
began wanting to read my 
Bible and be with other 
Christians. My faith was com- 
ing alive - not going to church 
on Sunday because that’s 


what my family did but 
choosing to follow Jesus. Poor 
David didn’t know what was 
going on. 

David All of a sudden Liz 
had this new energy. She was 
going to see friends she clear- 
ly found special and I was 
spending evenings at home 
with the baby. It was as if Liz 
had a new boyfriend. I felt 
abandoned. 

The woman from the Bible 
Study group and her husband 
were very supportive and wel- 
comed me every bit as much 
as they did Liz. Their love for 
each other was also immense- 
ly warm and they shared with 
us that one of the things that 
had helped them develop their 
relationship was something 
called Marriage Encounter. 
They invited Liz and I to come 
along and hear something 
about it. The evening was 
interesting and Liz was imme- 
diately enthusiastic that we 
should go on a weekend. I 
was still thinking ‘does our 
marriage really need this?’. In 
any case we were scheduled to 
come back to our home in 
south London and I thought 
Liz might forget all about 

Photograph by Frank Blackwell 
Merview by Christine Zwart 

Marriage Encounter in the 
process. 

Liz Sometimes David asked 
me to stay at home on a 


new marriage 
web site 

Sunday and not go to church 
and there were times when I 
did choose to do that because 
I felt that God was saying that 
it was important that I was 
there for David. I was desper- 
ate for him to share my faith 
but I was also making things 
worse by trying to push him. 
In the end I just broke down 
in church and handed David 
over to God. A few weeks 
later we booked to go on the 
Marriage Encounter week- 
end. 

David It was a special time 
when we were led gently but 
purposefully to start to 
explore first of all ourselves 
and then our relationship 
together, the stake that God 
had in our marriage and final- 
ly how that fitted into the 
world. And as the weekend 
went on I began to realise 
what I had been missing since 
my early teenage years - my 
close relationship with the 
Lord. That weekend was a 
turning point. First of all I was 
able to tell Liz what it had felt 
like to think of her going off 
with Jesus ‘her boy friend’ 
and I was able to start to 
recommit myself to the Lord. 
I realised that Jesus was hold- 
ing out his hand to me and 
saying to me ‘You come along 
too. I’m your friend. I’m your 
Saviour.’ 

Liz The weekend also gave us 
a passion to encourage others 
to discover more about what 
God wanted for their mar- 
riages. We became involved in 
organising weekends for 
Marriage Encounter and then 
in leading them and finally 
taking on a leadership role 
nationally. Through our work 
for Marriage Encounter we 


have also been involved with 
planning National Marriage 
Week. 

David One of the things we 
discovered early on was that 
we could be more effective 
reaching out as a couple to 
Christians and non Christians 
than we ever were on our 
own. We were able to offer 
not only our own thoughts 

‘It felt as if she was 
going off with 
a new boyfriend 
called Jesus’ 

and understanding but also, 
by trying to live out God’s 
image of marriage, a model 
that others could relate to. 

I have grown in confidence 
through Liz’s willingness to 
accept me not just as the 
handsome he man she tried to 
marry in the beginning but 
actually as the vulnerable little 
boy that can live inside. As a 
result I am prepared to be 
open and vulnerable with oth- 
ers and that has enabled oth- 
ers to share with us. This idea 
that we have been able to 
grow through being vulnera- 
ble and sharing and accepting 
in our marriage has been the 
cornerstone not only of the 
work we have done with 
Marriage Encounter but in 
the ways we have been able to 
touch the lives of others. 

Our time leading Marriage 
Encounter was wonderfully 
exciting. Having laid that 
down towards the end of 
1998 we were searching for 


what God was calling us to 
next. Our time in leadership 
exposed us to many other 
organisations who are work- 
ing to support marriage and 
made us realise that there is an 
enormous need for support 
for marriages and at the same 
time enormous difficulties in 
knowing what is available. 
We were led to pray about 
how we might change that. 
We have been given a vision 
for an internet site where peo- 
ple can come safely and 
anonymously to find out 
about all the different aspects 
of marriage. It is called Two 
into One (www.2-in-2- 
1. co.uk) and will be launched 
in National Marriage Week (7 
- 14 February). You will be 
able to find out almost any- 
thing about marriage and the 
range of different services 
available from information 
and help about getting mar- 
ried to how to work at your 
marriage and legal advice. 
Although Liz and I come from 
a strongly Christian base of 
marriage, it is being designed 
so* that it will also be open to 
the secular world. 

Liz and David The vision 
that marriage is something 
important that God created as 
a way for two people to be 
totally close to each other and 
be a sign of his love in the 
world has been the guiding 
light of all that we have done 
over the last 15 years. A bene- 
fit of this work is that we 
have to go on working at our 
own relationship and to keep 
on being the best that we can 
be for each other. 

David and Liz now live with 
their children, John (16), 
Robert (14) and Sarah (11) in 
Sandhurst. 




MILLENNIUM 

JOURNEYS 
'Jntspiwtianal! " 


Price 


Destination Departs 


£729 

£289 

£649 

£960 

£689 

£689 

£689 

£799 


Amalfi-Italy 
Paris-France u&u 
Paphos-Cyprus 
Syrian Dreams 
Holyland 
Holyland 
Holyland 
Oberammergau 


20/05/00 

26/05/00 

20/05/00 

29/05/00 

8/7/00 

15/7/00 

22/7/00 

2/7/00 


£1495 Oberammergau *\»/ 5/5 29/5/00 

£1595 '*>5/5 19/6/00 


(special Millennium combined lour) 

Autumn Escapes to be released. Watch tiiis space every month 


Portugal, Spain, Egypt, India and Turkey 


All nrieoc inrlu/ta- excursions, sociable scheduled lhght times, 
nil plivt) lnilUuC. half board in great hotels. Escorted^BF 

w w w. high way trust org / 01256 895966 


Good homes 
needed urgently 


Oxfordshire Animal 
Sanctuary Society have a 
large number of family pets 
for adoption by responsible 
animal lovers only. 

Dogs, Puppies, Cross Breeds - 
all types inc. Great Danes, 
Cocker Spaniels, Alsation, 
Lurcher, Pet Greyhound, 
Cats, Kittens, Staffordshire. 

Home required - responsible 
animal lovers only need apply. 

Cross Bred, all types and ages. Sponsorship 
of animals. Also adoption of animals. 

Appointments Tel: 01865 559537 

9.00am- 11.00am 
Donations urgently required 



MODERN MUSIC 

READING 

The principle dealer for the entire Oxford Diocese for 

JOHANNUS ORGANS 

Instruments for Church and Home 
The most advanced digital organs incorporating English 
samples. The range beings with:- 


Opus 1 

Single manual instrument 
with 20 Digital Sampled 
Voices 

7 Factory Presets 
7 User Presets 
Melodic Bass and Single 
Finger Chords 
Powerful built-in 
Amplifiers and Speakers 
with Reverb 

£1,745 inc. VAT 


Opus 5 

Twin manual instrument 
with 32 note pedal board 
19 Digital Sampled Voices 
7 Factory Presets 
7 User Presets 
Powerful built in 
Amplifiers and Speakers 
with Reverb and line-out 
for optional external 
speakers 

£3,495 inc. VAT 


For free advisory service, brochures and free sample 
CDs contact: 


MODERN MUSIC CENTRE, 

120-122 Broad Street Mall, Reading. RG1 7Q A. 
Tel: 0118 958 1320. Fax: 0118 959 7942. 
E-mail: Saies@modmusic.demon.co.uk 
http://www.modern-music.co.uk 


Also branches at: 
Abingdon Basingstoke 

01 235 524316 01 256 464663 



Church Housing Trust is a charity offering security, 
independence, rehabilitation and support for 
homeless people of all ages. Your true Christian 
friendship can transform the lives of homeless people. 

— — — Please pray for our work and help 

with a donation so this work can 
^Jcmrch grow. Please give your support, 
^■Housing now, by returning the coupon to: 
CHURCH HOUSING TRUST 
Sutherland House. 70-78 

Registered Ch.rity West Hendon Broadway, 

Number: 802801 London NW9 7BT 

i * 

I would like to become a Friend to Homeless People'. 

□ Please accept my donation of £ 

□ Please send me details of your work 
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Advertising 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01865 254506 




RYE (Near) 

Luxury B&B, tranquil 
country lane. Homemade 
muesli, preserves. 
£22.50 

2 nights, 3rd free. 

Pendragon Lodge 

01424 814051 


ALSTON FARM 


Luxury beamed bam conversion in 
secluded selling • Top quality comforts 

• FGCH - Linen/lowels provided 
•Perfect location for country, moor, 

coastal path and beaches. 

* All weather tennis court, golf 

nearby. 

• Ideal for special occasions. 

• Sleeps 2-8 people; pets welcome. 

Please call Claire 01803 845 388 or 
e-mail at altsonnch@aoixom 


LAKE DISTRICT 

Absolutely Fabulous view 
of Lake Windermere from our 
beautiful Country House. 
Some 4 posters, jacuzzis, 
leisure facs. Special Breaks, 
Fayrer Garden House Hotel. 
Brouchure 

freephone 0500 432177 

www.fayrer garden.com 


MOBILE HOMES 
to rent 

Brittany, West France, 
near Royan. 

Also Rockley Park, Poole, 
Dorset. 

Popular sites near beautiful 
beaches. 

Please ring: 01708 788049 


MORNING/IDE HOTEL 
TORQUAY 

BABBACOMBt DOWN/ 


Family run sea front hotel. 
All rooms en-suite. Large 
private car park. All amenities 
within flat walking distance. 


Tel 01803 327025 


LANZAROTF VILLAS J. 
APARTMENTS s.l. 

See our oustanding range of 
villas and apartments 

Costa Luz Apartments 
& Tias Villas 

on our new web site - or phone for 
our brochure. 

Discounts for early booking 

Tel. 01273 819999 or 0034 928 524024 


just fey two 

A little list of rather nice 
places to stay for two. 
B&B an d 
self-catering. 

tel: 01566 782461 


DERBYSHIRE 

DALES 

OPEN ALL YEAR 
Two luxurious self-catering 
converted barns, sleeping 4 and 
12 . Outstanding rural location, 6 
acres grounds. Matlock, 
Chatsworth etc. nearby. Regret 
no pets. 

Brochure tel: 01246 591263 
Email: hmbarnsOaol.com 


ALGARVE 

Carvoeiro, 5 mins beach, 

Restaurants, golf, 2 spac. 
Apartments, (2 stories) 
March £120 etc, sleeping 6 in 
quiet location 6. Pool, 
balconies, sea views. Winter 
from £ 45 . Also studios. 
Phone: (01277)227979 


Perranporth, 

- Cornwall 

Fully equipped 6 berth modem 
deluxe caravans in secluded valley 
location, short walk to glorious 
sandy surf beach, campsite 
amenities include outdoor pool, bar, 
shop and laundry. Special rates for 
off season short breaks.Tel: 01872 
572083 for brochure and details. 


OberAwwAgAw 2000 

New Allocation of Tickets 
7 nights in Austria, May 17th 
Special price £599 
Reverend B. Spence, Vicarage, 
Crowthorne, RG45 6NY 

01344 772413 


THE 



ANEW PROGRAMME 
OF HOLIDAYS IS 
NOW AVAILABLE, 

INCLUDING 
PASSION PLAY 
ARRANGEMENTS. 

This is a late opportunity 
to attend a real 
highlight of the 

millennium year! _ - 

For your brochure, MCCdUC 
call now on ... pilgrimages 

0181 675 6828 


NORMANDY 

Riverside viftage house In beoutifuf Swiss ll! 
;-r|| Normonde One houf from. Caen f^T : V ; |||| 
3 double bedfooms, aftino room, 

kitchen, two bathrooms. 

-v Tel: (01 494) 762277 : 


1 7th c. BOSWELL FARM 
COTTAGES 

Lovingly converted from old 
buildings each With private garden. 
Tennis, fishing, walks in idyllic, 
peaceful valley. 14th c. inn, 
amenities walking distance. Heritage 
Coastline, beaches (two) 2 miles. 
Pets, welcome. 

ETB 4-5 keys Highly Commended 

01395 514162 

Suitable for retreats 


CORNWALL 

(SOUTH) 

GORRAN HAVEN COTTAGES 

Sleeps 2/4/5. 4 key commended. 100 
yards beach, shops. Magnificent 
scenery, lovely walks. Children 
welcome. No pets. Ample heating, 
linen, clean. 100 yards level walk to 
beach. Weekly or short breaks 
Phone (01726) 842977 


BOURNEMOUTH 
Bay View Hotel 

Panoramic sea views. 
Level walking. All en-suite. 
Quality food. Lie. Parking. 
3 crown commended. 

Phone: (01202) 429315 


BARBADOS 

ST. JAMES 

Beach fronted, 2 bedroom cottage, 2 
bedroom villa, sleeps 6 and 4 
bedroom, sleeps 10. Also 2 bedroom 
villa, sleeps 6, 2 minutes from beach. 
All with air-conditioning and maid 
service etc. 

Tel. 0181 232 8128 
or mobile 0831 380158 


IF YOU REQUIRE A HOLIDAY 
OR TRAVEL COMPANION 

for your next holiday we can introduce 
you to somebody with similar interests 
and who will be completely compatible 
to youiself. 

For details telephone 01892 610434 
(24 hours) or write: 
Buttercup Holiday Companions Club 
72 New Bond Street 
London W1Y9DD 


ALGARVE 

PORTUGAL 

1, 2, or 3 bedroom villas on small 
private complex with pool in idyllic 
peaceful locationiduhs Only except 
August. £70-£90 per person per 

Telephone 01474 822225 
for brochure 


CORNWALL 

CHIVERT0N PARK, 
Near St. Agnes 

Luxury caravans on quiet 
park. 

No club / disco. Pets welcome. 

For free brochure, ring 
01872 560667 


Recorders 

House 

17 Town Street 
Thaxted 
Essex CM6 2LD 

Tel: 01371 830438 



Christian Heritage 
Holiday Tours 2000 

5/6-day guided tour beginning 
July 16-21, 2000, inclusive of full board 
and site visits, based on a college of 
Durham University. Visits to Durham 
Cathedral, Holy Island, Whitby and Saxon 
churches of the area. 

For full details, write or ring: Alan Bayes 
(Chaplain) College of St Hild and St Bede, 
Durham DH1 1SZ 
Tel: 0191 374 3081 


ABTA 

II V6754 


3 BOURNE COURT, 
WOODFORD GREEN, 
ESSEX 1G8 8PD 

TEL: 0181 551 9988 




DEVOm CUFFS 

EXMOUTH 

Privately owned 8 berth caravan. 

Use of all site facilities. 

SAVE UP TO £100 ON HAVEN PRICES!! 
pnee all inclusive 
For further details please 
TELEPHONE 

01332 295874 


Yorkshire 

Heartbeat 1 

Nr. Whitby. Cosy CH 
cottages. Peaceful rural 
location. One has ground 
floor twin en-suite. 

Tel. 01947 895314 

Open All Year 


CORNISH ROSELAND 

Beautiful little cottages (sleeps 
2/4) near unspoilt coastline and 
lost gardens of Heligan. 
Cosy all year round. 
Reasonable rates. 

For further details call: 

01872 501 749 


Christian 

ENDEAVOUR 
H O L I D A Y 
CENTRES 


Celebrate 2000 with 



Holiday People 


7 Centres situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain 

Ideal for Family and Church Holidays: Conferences: Mid Week Breaks: 
School Parties: Activity Weeks: Special Interest Breaks: Alpha Groups etc. 

Brockley Hall 

Saltbum, North Yorks 
n 01287 622329 

St Winifreds 
Rhos-on-Sea/ N. Wales 
tr 01492 544128 

2000 Colour brochure 

plus further details 

tr 01695 573372 


Beediwood Court 

Conwy, N. Wales 
tr 01492 593405 


St Rhadagu 

Ventnor, Isle of Wight 


tr 01983 852160 

Ye Homesteade 

Sheringham, Norfolk 
tr 01263 822524 


Lowenna Manor 

Rock, Cornwall 
tr 01208 862230 

The Pleasaunce 

Overstrand/ Norfolk 
tr 01263 579 212 

Coach Holidays 

To all the centres 
tr 01772 466322 


Self catering bungalows in the grounds of Lowenna Manor, 
- * Pleas* 


the grounds of Lower 
~The Pleasaunce ana St Rhadagunds 

Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres Ltd — A Registered Charity 


STUDLAND BAY 
DORSET 


Fairfields Hotel 

situated in picturesque 
National Trust Village 
overlooking the Bay. 

ETB -e-m-m Highly Commended 
Corps d’elite Wine Award 
All rooms ensuite. Large Garden. 

Log Fires, Child Friendly 
SPRING BREAKS AVAILABLE 


For brochure phone/fax 01929 450224 


/ DISCOVER v 
BRITAIN’S 
SECRET WORLD! 


SHERBORNE, DORSET 

The Antelope Hotel 



SPECIAL OFFER 

January/ March 
£22.50 per person B&B 
per night 

RELAX AND ENJOY 
Tel: 01935 812077 


...Relaxing Canal holidays In 
comfortable boats through 
beautiful countryside. 
Family or group boats. 
Tuition included. 
Brochure: MIDDLEWICH 
NARROWBOATS 
70 Canal Terrace, Middlewich, 
Cheshire CW10 9BD 
Tel: 01606 832460 
‘Christian Workers’ discount 
\ please ask / 


PILGRIMAGES TO 
THE HOLY LAND 

REFUNDABLE 
FAMILIARISATION 
TOURS AVAILABLE WITH 


te 


mol coies 


FREEPHONE 

0800-0181-839 

Israel Travel Service 

ACTIONSTRIDE LTD 

ABTA ATOL LATA 


www.itstravel.co.uk 


Flying from 
Gativick? 

For low cost accommodation 
and holiday padring 
(2 rooms for the disabled) 
(5 minutes from airport) 
Contact: 

Springwood 
Guest House 

58 Massette Road, Horley, 
Surrey RH6 7DS 
TeL 01293 775998 
Fax. 01293 823103 

email: emestaspringwoodS8.u-net.com 
URL www.springwood58.ooet.com 


ISLE OF 
WIGHT 

Winter Break 

Warm comfortable, 
convenient, non-smoking 
coastal cottage. Good 
walking, lovely scenery. 
Highly recommended. 4 
days rent from £38.00 

Mrs Pitts 
01425 615215 


IN THE FOOTSTEPS 
OF THE SAINTS 

IN THE HEART OF MEDIEVAL SPAIN 


Visit places connected with St. Teresa 
and St. Ignatius during a journey from 

AVILA to LOYOLA 

Via Salamanca, Segovia, Pamplona, 
San Sebastian, Burgos and 
The Basque Country 
Experienced Priest Leaders 
Scheduled flights - First class hotels 

Departures May, June, 
Sept & Oct 

Contact 

Nick Oliver I/OtlgWOOd 

at 

- 



T 



|his world 
famous 
spectacle 
takes place just 
once every ten 
years. The Passion 
of Christ has been 
performed since 1634 by the villagers. Our 
Tyrolean tour combines scheduled flights 
and a guaranteed ticket for the Passion Play 
with 7 nights in a 4-star hotel in the 
beautiful Austrian Tyrol. 

Places are limited so contact us today for 
a colour brochure featuring this once in a 
lifetime event. 

Prices start from £699 

0870 51 43 433 

email: insightuk@btinternet.com 

INSIGHT Insight Holidays ^ 

(jfkt $ lau f '%m 


14 Grosvenor Place 
London SW1X 7TS 




M0RNING/IDE HOTEL 
TORQUAY 

BABBACOMBE DOWN/ 


Family run sea front hotel. 
All rooms en-suite. Large 
private car park. All amenities 
within flat walking distance. 


Tel 01803 327025 



Peter and Liz Heyivood invite > 
* you to enjoy a relaxing self-catering 
holiday on the unspoilt Roseland 
Peninsula , South Cornwall 

Trewince Manor 

PORTSCATHO 

High quality timber lodges, cedarwood bungalows 
and small touring site in the manor house grounds. 
Spectacular sea views, abundant wildlife, lovely walks, 
safe clean beaches nearby, own quay and moorings. 
Informal fellowship. 

\Jel: (01872) 580289 Fax: (01872) 580694y 


TILEY TOWERS 

(Camping Centre) 

The PLACE to be! 

Approved groups up to 20, sleeping indoors 
(space for 4 tents) 

Leaders’ room. Good kitchen. 
Showers. Car park. 

Further information from: 

Pastor A Proctor, Chapel House, 
North Wraxall, Chippenham 

Tel. 01225 891945 


OBERANHERGAU 2000 

1 1 day* holidays featuring the Passion Play in July and August 2000 
including; 

0 travel by air-conditioned coach 

9 Overnight hotels (two on way out, one on return journey) 

0 5 nights dinner, bed & breakfast 

at a 4 star hotel in St Anton 

0 three coach excursions from St Anton 
0 2 nights dinner, bed & breakfast 

in the Oberammergau area 

0 first class tickets for the Passion Play 
# personal travel insurance 

Prices from 

£740-850 

*A 10 day vanation operates in Hay 2000. If you are interested please call 

01872 273453 




24 Lemon St, Truro TRI 2LS www.truronian.co.uk 
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Feature 


Trumpets proclaim the start of a Jubilee year 


The prophets of doom have 
been defeated, the bug did 
not strike, police had a quiet 
night, the fireworks were 
great and the crowds well- 
behaved. Even better was the 
fact that the real Millennium 
message was proclaimed 
loud and clear where church- 
es seized the opportunity to 
reach out in Christ’s name. 

Nationwide only one home 
in eight received * the 
Millennium candle and reso- 
lution, but in the Oxford 
Diocese it was nearer one in 
four. Where churches visited 
homes with the candle or a 
Gospel, they were well 
received ,and media scares 
about fire risk proved false. 


The noon services on New 
Year’s Day ( see also ringing 
article right) were a stagger- 
ing success. I was taking the 
service at Shenington village 
and took along my family in 
case no-one else was there. 
But I need not have worried. 
Nearly 100 people were in 
church, fifty per cent of them 
non-churchgoers. This was 
the norm across the Diocese 
where events were well pub- 
licised. Henley Church had 
over 700 people with stand- 
ing room only and there 
were a thousand people at 
an open air service at 
Holmer Green. 

On 16 January Christ 
Church Cathedral was 


packed for a Millennium ser- 
vice organised by Churches 
Together in Oxfordshire. 
The preacher was the 
Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Portsmouth and music was 
supplied by the Salvation 
Army band. A highlight was 
the Hallelujah chorus 
accompanied by trumpets. 

A good start then to the 
new Millennium but only a 
start. This is a Jubilee Year 
and many of the biggest 
events are to come. Our next 
big corporate opportunity is 
All Together Now, the 
unique choral Lent Course. 
If you didn’t get in on the act 
on 1 January join in now 
with the Lent Course. 


But the biggest Millennium 
Christian event of the year is 
Pentecost 2000 on the week- 
end of 10 and 11 June. 
Almost every town and vil- 
lage is either putting on its 
own ecumenical happening 
or helping at a major event 
such as Buckinghamshire’s, 
when 5,000 young people 
are expected overnight at the 
county show ground and 
20,000 of all ages on 
Pentecost Sunday. 

Derek Palmer 


To find out how to order All 
Together Now , please see 
page 2. 


A light at the end of the 
liturgical tunnel 


Simon Brown 

reports on the 
November 

General Synod 

'there was a sense 
of the light at the 
end of the tunnel 
and the possibility 
for future agendas 
to take a very 
much wider view of 
the life of the 
Church in the 
context of the 
world 7 


COMMON WORSHIP will be 
published next year. Many 
Synod members may have 
started on Monday evening 
with a degree of scepticism 
but most went away with a 
certain excitement that, after 
ten years of often painstaking 
work, we have a worship 
resource which will enrich the 
life of our Church well into 
the new Millennium. 

But the devil, as always, is in 
the detail. Hence the debate 
on the translation of the 
prepositions qualifying the 
relationship between the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
within the mystery of the 
Incarnation. Can any words, I 
asked myself, encapsulate all 
we want to say and all we* 
need to explore about this 
central mystery? In the end 
the version proposed by the 
Liturgical Commission and 
supported by the House of 
Bishops (‘was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary’) was approved. 
Although Synod passed an 
amending canon allowing 
continued use of the ASB with 
the specific permission of the 
Diocesan Bishop for a limited 


period beyond December 
2000, it was clear that this 
should only be used in excep- 
tional circumstances. So it is 
now down to parishes to con- 
sider how they will introduce 
Common Worship. The 
Diocesan Liturgical Group is 
waiting to be invited to make 
presentations to parishes and 
deaneries. Praxis, based at 
Sarum College, Salisbury has 
excellent introductory materi- 
al; the electronic versions 
should be on the internet by 
the middle of the year, fol- 
lowed by Visual Liturgy discs 
and the final publication of 
the main volume in 
November. Orders for this 
core volume can be placed 
after Easter next year. 

Despite this pressure on 
Liturgy there was a sense of 
the light at the end of the tun- 
nel and the possibility for 
future agendas to take a very 
much wider view of the life of 
the Church in the context of 
the world in which we are 
called to serve. We concluded 
with an excellent debate on a 
private member’s motion on 
Training courses for 
Strengthening Family Life’. 


The challenge to provide bet- 
ter marriage preparation, 
marriage care, baptism prepa- 
ration and parenting courses 
reminded us of the opportu- 
nities and responsibilities we 
still have in relating to our 
communities. 

An important debate centred 
on a review of the Decade of 
Evangelism, and this theme is 
already being taken up in this 
Diocese with Bishop 
Richard's initiative on A 
Strategy for Evangelisation. 
In view of the latest statistics 
of churchgoing a focus on 
how we invite people into dis- 
cipleship is clearly our priori- 
ty for the new Millenium. 
Now it is up to each parish, 
team or benefice to ensure 
that the process for moving 
towards Common Worship 
and the sharpening up of our 
strategies for evangelisation 
are the priorities as we start 
the new Millenium. They 
were the priorities underlying 
the agenda of this Synod. 


Canon Simon Brown is Rural 
Dean of Burnham and Deanery 
Development Consultant 


Millennium bells ring 
out across the years 



EIGHT-YEAR OLD Guy Drury rang in the Millennium on a 
single 14th century bell at the midnight service in the tiny 
candlelit church of St Giles’, Tattenhoe in Milton Keynes. 
Guy, pictured with his brother Simon (aged 5) at the 
Millennium Day noon service, was one of hundreds of 
ringers in the Diocese who rang at celebrations stretching 
from Christmas Eve to the first Sunday of the new year. 

The idea for this special ringing came from Lord Andrew 
Lloyd Webber of the Open Churches Trust. ‘We have been 
preparing for the Millennium ringing for three years or 
more, training new ringers and seeing the return of many 
who had lapsed,’ said Bobbie May on behalf of the Oxford 
Diocesan Guild of Church Bellringers. ‘We never been 
head-hunted before but we rose to the occasion, knowing 
that about 10,000 new ringers had to be found in three 
years! Like other tower captains, I am proud of the dedica- 
tion of my ringers. It was an amazing marathon!’ Many 
places, including the Guild’s Reading branch, vowed to 
have quarter peals rung in as many towers as possible dur- 
ing the octave of Christmas and New Year. Tilehurst rang 
for an additional ten minutes before the service proper to 
allow all the recruited ringers to have a go and in Steeple 
Aston, with 13 ringers and only 8 bells, the tower captain 
kept ringing rounds and swapping ringers in and out so 
that they all rang. 

At Englefield one of the novice ringers, Sonia Rooke, rang 
her first quarter peal at noon on 1 January. Pangbourne’s 
midnight ring was followed by a period of meditation and 
prayer and a service at 12.30 am for which there was fur- 
ther ringing. There was mid-day ringing later on and a 
quarter peal scored after the service at both Pangboume 
and Whitchurch-on-Thames. The phone number of 
Blewbury’s tower captain, Peter Butler, was given to TF1 
(Television Fran^ais). Their flurry of last minute filming 
included a chat with Claude Corderoy (aged 90). On New 
Year’s Day a business man in the village received a fax from 
France asking what Blewbury was doing on TV. 

Two full peals were rung to mark the end of one 
Millennium and the start of another - at St Thomas, 
Oxford and St Blaise, Milton. The Milton peal began at 
21.35 on 31 December 1999 and came into rounds at 
00.17 on 1 January 2000. It was sponsored in order to 
rehang the Milton bells and raised £2,000! 

On Sunday 2 January the Bishop of Reading preached at 
a Millennium service at Purley-on-Thames. The newly 
rehung bells, silent since the 30s, were re-dedicated and 
sounded out to a full congregation and a delighted parish. 
This is just the tip of the iceberg! A big thank you to all 
those who turned out to ring. You were magnificent! 


Produce your Own 

• Magazines * Newsletters 

• Parish Information 

• Professionally 

• Efficiently 

• Economically as a Printer 

• Delivers 130 copies per minute 

• Operates like a copier 

• 1,000 copies cost only £1.37 
(plus paper) 

• Copies in colour 

With the oaeo Digital Printer 



New and Refurbished Photocopiers 
always available 


For details or demonstration phone 01703 330611 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

Unit 5 Viceroy House, Mountbatten Business Centre, 
Southampton SQ15 1HY 



The Boys' Brigade works 
with hundreds of Churches 
in England in their outreach 
programmes to boys and 
young men. 


The BB provides: 


• Leader training 

• Programme resources 

• Advice and information 

• A network of full-time staff 


For information about how the BB 
can help your church contact: 

The Boys' Brigade Headquarters, Felden 
Lodge, Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP3 0BL. 
Tel. 0800 018 0524. Fax. 01442 235391 
E-mail: bbhq@boys-brigade.org.uk 
or check out our web-site: 

www.boys-brigade.org.uk 


STRENGTHEN YOUR IMMUNE SYSTEM NATURALLY 


Shanshui Fresh Royal Jelly Liquids contain virtually all the vitamins, 
enzymes, trace elements and other natural health-giving substances 
of plants. The immune system is accustomed to these by millions of 
years of evolution, but more are now needed than ever before to neu- 
tralise the toxic residues in food, cope with the pressures of modern 
life, improve stamina, prevent disease, delay ageing and assist recov- 
ery from illness, accident or surgery. 

These liquids should be taken daily from infancy to old age. 

Why take inferior chemical substitutes? 

The Shanshui Formulae and Prices 
Royal Jelly Royal Jelly + Ginseng Royal Jelly + Propolis + Pollen 
24 days supply of any one formula £9.50 per box 

60 days supply of any one formula £16.50 per box 

Or in boxes containing 4 bottles of each formula 


EMU MASSAGE OIL 


Australian Aborigines have used Emu Oil since time immemorial! Now 
used by 80% of U.S.A. NBA sports team therapists and masseurs to 
relieve arthritic pain, injuries, strained ligaments, joints, muscles etc. 

50 ml bottles £9.00 each 

Please Send Order with Cheque or Credit Card Number & Expiry Date to: 

L & M BROWN Ltd P.O. Box 3018 Bournemouth BH4 8ZR 

Tel: 01 202 741 1 76 Fax: 01202 71 0749 

Information booklet with all orders or send a stamped addressed envelope. 









8 


THE DOOR : FEBRUARY 2000 


Comment 


Hang on to your hats 


Two thousand 
years ago there 
was one signifi- 
cant discovery in 
the world every 
5o years. Today 
we are down to 
one per second, says Chris 
Neal, our new 

Evangelisation Officer. 

We are also living through 
the kind of major social shift 
that happens only once every 
few hundred years. For peo- 
ple like me who find change 
difficult, these are threaten- 
ing times indeed. 

The current Every Day 
with Jesus notes invite 
Christians to be ‘ocean 
minded’, not ‘creek-minded’ 
like Ashei; who responded to 
Deborah’s call to arms by sit- 
ting by the shore (Judges 5). 

It is only when we cast off 
in faith from safe havens that 
we really discover all that 
God wants to give us, and 
despite my longing for things 
‘to stay the same’, I know in 
my heart that it is casting off 
time for the Church. There is 
plenty of evidence that the 
process has already begun 
and that when churches look 


for more cre- 
ative ways to 
present the 
Good News 
people come 
flocking to hear 
it. There were a 
thousand people at Holmer 
Green’s Millennium service 
on the village green. 

The Diocese’s new evange- 
lism strategy is for everyone. 
It is not about changing the 
message but about present- 
ing it in ways that people can 
understand. The DOOR’s 
new design by David 
Salmon, a talented young 
Christian, is a contribution 
to that process. We hope you 
will find our new look pleas- 
ing to look at and easier to 
read, and that it will encour- 
age you to pass The DOOR 
on to a neighbour. 

‘The future has no terrors 
if we know the person who 
holds the key to the future,’ 
said the Archbishop of 
Canterbury in his Millen- 
nium message. And we do 
know Him. So I for one am 
going to hang on to my hat 
and cast off! 

Christine Zwart 



Diocesan Appointments 


Marriage: a great mystery 

Extracts from a pastoral letter from The Bishop of Oxford « 


Revd Christa Cerratti, 

Assistant Curate of St Mary, 
Chipping Norton, to be Priest in 
Charge of Lavendon with Cold 
Brayfield and Clifton Reynes 
with Newton Blossomville and 
Deanery Youth Co-ordinator; 
Revd Derek Chandler, 

Curate of Sholing, Southampton 
in the Diocese of Winchester, to 
be Priest in Charge of St 
Barnabas, Emmer Green, 
Reading; Revd John 
Chortton, Associate Priest of St 
Aldate, Oxford, also to be Area 
Dean for the Oxford Deanery; 
Revd Les Collinson, Team 
Vicar of St Francis, Banbury, to 
be Vicar of St Barnabas, Darwen 
in the Diocese of Blackburn; 
Revd Richard French, Vicar 
of Grove, retired November; 
Revd Keith Kinnaird, Vicar 
of Old and New Shoreham in the 
Diocese of Chichester; to be Vicar 
of St Andrew, Caversham; Revd 
Clarence Matthew, who had 
permission to officiate in the 


Diocese, died on 21 November; 
Revd Richard Neill, Curate of 
Wisley and Pyrford in the 
Diocese of Guildford, to be Vicar 
of Winkfield and Cranboume; 
Revd Christine Rowe, 
Chaplain to The Royal Berks & 
Battle Hospital NHS Trust, is 
given permission to officiate in 
New Westminster, Canada; 

Revd Stephen Rowe, Vicar 
of St John the Baptist, 
Caversham, to be Senior 
Chaplain to the Missions to 
Seamen, Vancouver, Canada; 
Revd Philip Sutton, Chaplain 
of St Luke’s Hospital and NSM 
in the Akeman Benefice, to be 
Senior Chaplain of the Royal 
United Hospital, Bath in the 
Diocese of Bath 8c Wells; 

Revd Karl Wiggins, who had 
permission to officiate in the 
Diocese, has moved to Salisbury; 
Canon David Winter, NSM 
Team Vicar in the Hermitage 
Team (house for duty) retires 
February. 


ROMANTIC LOVE is won- 
derful but it can set up some 
dangerous illusions. 

Sometimes people feel if only 
they can meet the right per- 
son and there is a mutual 
falling in love all their previ- 
ous frustrations will fall 
away. Everything is staked 
on this one relationship. 

But it is God alone who is 
meant to be the most impor- 
tant factor in our life. Unless 
we have this as our first pri- 
ority everything else becomes 
out of balance. If we invest 
everything in one human 
relationship as the most 
important thing in our life, 
then we are asking of it more 
than it can bear. Then, we 
have to face the fact that 
none of us is perfect: We 
have to love our less than 
perfect husband/wife with 
our own less than perfect 
heart. 

Christians believe that God 
is love and that, in Christ, 
this love is available to help 
us grow in love. Most mar- 
riages have minor difficul- 
ties; some go through peri- 
ods of crisis. But the grace of 
God is present and available 
to help us grow in love 
towards God, our spouse 
and other people. 

CHRISTIANS AND SEX 

The Church has too often 
reflected a negative view of 
sex derived from ancient 
philosophers who thought 
that the material world was 
evil. The Bible teaches that 
creation is good and that sex 
is a gift of God to be enjoyed 
within marriage. 

We live in a universe ; n 
which outward, physical 
things are important. They 
can express inward, spiritual 
realities. This is particularly 
important and appropriate 
in relation to the physical 
expression of our feelings 
towards other people. Full 
sexual intimacy should be a 
sign of closeness and com- 
mitment. 

Newspapers are so full of tit- 
illating pictures and scan- 
dalous stories it is difficult 


for us to take in the truth 
and beauty of a Christian 
perspective. But at least a 
question can be posed. If 
someone wants to express 
total commitment to another 
person, not just for this 


moment but for life, how 
else is it to be done except 
through full sexual union? 
And if we have entered into 
that union for something less 
than a lifelong commitment, 
what is there left to give 
someone with whom we do 
want to share our life? 

From a Christian viewpoint, 
we are a unity of body, mind 
and spirit. The body matters. 
When we give ourselves 
wholly to another it finds its 
natural expression in full 
sexual union. To give oneself 
wholly to another is to give 
oneself 'for better for worse, 
for richer for poorer...’ The 
natural complement of that 
total self-giving is the tender- 
ness of sexual intimacy. 

FAITHFULNESS 

As human beings we desire 
to be truly ourselves. What is 
not always realised is that 
being truly and richly oneself 
is integrally related to loyal- 
ty. Otherwise, instead of 
being a self, we quickly 
become a cork bobbing 
about on the latest waves of 
experience. 

When we make a promise, 
other people rely on us to 
fulfil it. If I promise to visit 
someone who is sick, they 


trust my word. They believe 
that I will not, except in an 
emergency, change my stated 
purpose. This promise and 
its fulfilment is an expression 
of a real identity, a real self. 
This means that the promises 


made in marriage, far from 
being a restriction which 
hinders a development of 
our selfhood, are in fact fun- 
damental to it. It is in being 
true to the other person and 
the vows we have made, that 
we are truly ourselves and 
true to ourselves. Instead of 
adapting to one person after 
another, chameleon-like, we 
develop a credible and sus- 
tained self-identity. 

This is not to underestimate 
the difficulties that some 
marriages go through, or the 
fact that people can 'fall in 
love' with others. But it is a 
mistake to think that the 
emotional fulfilment and self 
development which we all 
want is best furthered by 
pursuing another relation- 
ship which holds out the 
temptation of being more 
satisfying. 

From a Christian perspective 
this faithfulness in marriage 
reflects the faithfulness of 
God towards us. Despite our 
twists and turns he remains 
constant in his desire and 
work for our well being. In 
the faithfulness of the mar- 
riage relationship we reflect 
and grow into that love of 
God for us, the love for 
which we' were made. 


A GREAT MYSTERY 

The Christian understanding 
of marriage is both realistic 
and joyful. Few people today 
are unaware of the difficul- 
ties of marriage, of sustain- 
ing a faithful relationship 
that is mutually enriching 
over long lifetimes. But such 
a relationship is not only a 
mutual support and comfort. 
It is the way we grow into 
our true self-identity, the 
beautiful person that God 
has it in mind for each one of 
us to be. That growth in self- 
hood is inseparable from 
growing more deeply into 
the love of God, as well as 
the love of the other person. 
That is why the Jewish rab- 
bis of old said that in the 
love of a husband and wife 
there dwells the Shekinah, 
the divine presence. In the 
Epistle to the Ephesians that 
loving union is seen as 
reflecting the union between 
Christ and his Church. As 
the Alternative Service Book 
puts it: 

'It is God's purpose that as 
husband and wife they give 
themselves to each other in 
love throughout their lives, 
they shall be united in their 
love as Christ is united with 
his Church.' 

DIVINE CALLING 

Marriage is a vocation. It is a 
way of life which is as much 
a matter of divine calling and 
Christian obedience as 
becoming a nun or a monk. 
It is a way of life which not 
only serves human purposes 
but which enables us to grow 
in that love which is nothing 
less than the presence of the 
Holy Spirit within us. 

People today, as never 
before, are looking for inti- 
macy, real sharing and mutu- 
al cherishing in their closest 
relationships. This means 
that the most convincing rea- 
son for marriage today is the 
extent to which it is able to 
meet this need. 

This article is a shortened version of 
the last part of the Bishop of Oxford's 
Pastoral Letter on Marriage. 
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LEADERSHIP TRAINING IN 
YOLROWN ( III R( II 


Practical Bible based seminars 
DELIVERED IX YOUR LOCAL CHURCH 

* Leadership & Communication Skills * Fulfilling Your 
Potential * Handling Anger & Conflict * and more! 
Interested? 

Call Antoinette on 

0181 888 8296 

for FREE brochure 
Personal coaching also available 


The Ferryman Inn 

on the River Thames at Bablockhythe 



Located on the ancient ferry crossing between Oxford and Witney. Bars 
and Restaurant overlooking the River Thames. 

Functions room from 400. Riverside marquees a speciality. Parties up 
to 2,000. Six en-suite bedrooms. 

Ideal Weddings, Parties, Corporate Days, Conferences, Training etc. 
Outside catering using our own matching tables and chairs, crockery 
and cutlery. Superb menus prepared by our own waiters if required. 
Complete mobile kitchen. 


Che OTfoobman Unit 



Bars & Banqueting Hall. Traditional English Fayre. 
Beer from the Cask. 

Lunches and Dinners. Country Wines. 
Business Meetings/ Lunches and Dinner 
Weddings. Conferences. 

Full Restaurant facilities. 

You can even smoke a Clay Pipe. 
FERNHAM, Nr Faringdon, Oxfordshire 
17th Century Inn in the Vale of the White Horse 

01367 820643 

The Traditional English Inn 


TELEPHONE: 

3 g©41©(D(§ 


What’s On 
and 

A/here to go 


CHOPSTICKS CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Specialise in Peking, Szechuan, Cantonese, 
Seafood and Vegetarian 

WE ARE NOW TAKING CHRISTMAS PARTY BOOKINGS 
AT £15.50 PER HEAD 

EAT AS MUCH AS YOU LIKE. £13.50 PER HEAD 


We are now taking Bookings for Valentines Day 


Sunday to Friday 

(3 courses, over 50 dishes to choose from, ^ ^ 
including our famous Crispy Aromatic Duck) 

For reservations, please ring 

(01865) 725688/ 200295 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
10% DISCOUNT FOR TAKEAWAY 
244 COWLEY ROAD. OXFORD 


Fo 

% 



For lovers of Scenic 
Splendour and the Magic of* 
Steam, we’ve got jusUhe 
ticket for you 

IT 

For a tree brochure of steam hauled 
excursions throughout F.ngland and Wales, 
call Past Times Rail on 01543411971 


t° bano* 

^2§| 


*$& 


• sow 


. COUNTS 


dicing 1 


T^oaitWj 


tbj out *457 Lmenance 

FAX: 0181 » 6S1 6010 DJdjyfy 

UlwrMMr^Mmt cr'l 

WN DANQE & UNE 0*N0E AC«CY LTD. 

62 IEEOWOOD tt> , SOUTH OIOYDON, SURREY 02 QM 
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Rwkbd 


Helping elderly people slay independent 
Charily Regis»rati«m Number 210720 


THE YEOMAN OF THE GUARD 

by Gilbert and Sullivan 

A GALA PERFORMANCE in aid of Rukba, by 
THE READING OPERATIC SOCIETY 

8.00pm Thursday March 2, 2000 at The Hexagon, Reading 

DON'T MISS THIS SPECIAL EVENING!! 

Tickets: £ 12.50 (This includes a glass of wine) 
Buffet Supper available beforehand for £7.50 per head 
(Music by Whispering Bass). For tickets please contact: 

Mrs Stuart Murray, Mansfield, Saxons Acre, 
Brightwalton, Berkshire RG20 7BD. Tel U14B8 63fiMl 
Apply early - the best tickets will be sent out first ! 
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Analysis 



to the editor 


The new wedding service 


The Church of 
England is pro- 
viding new 
resources in the 
Millennium for 
weddings; with 
the revision of 
the ASB comes 
a new wedding 
service. How- 
ever, it has to 
be said that 
this is only a 
minor revision, 
the ASB wed- 
ding service being one of 
the best in that book. 

In some ways the wedding 
service is a very stable 
thing. For a thousand years 
couples were blessed in 
church. The Normans 
introduced a change at the 
first Millennium, the intro- 
duction of consent and 
vows. This did not modify 
with the Reformation or the 
move to modern English. 
There have been slight vari- 
ations in the wording of the 
vows but basically the thou- 
sand-year-old tradition con- 
tinues. 

There will continue to be 
two options for the vows 
based around the question 
of to obey or not. By 
putting the choice to obey 
in an appendix, the prefer- 
ence of the Church is 
shown (i.e. not to use the 
word). However, in prac- 
tice, as the text is often 
only in the hands of the 
vicar, it is not clear that this 
will be understood by all. 
There was some discussion 
about the meaning of ‘for- 
saking all others’. Does this 
mean fidelity to one person 
or always putting the per- 
son first? There is a subtle 
difference between the two. 
Some argued that worka- 


holics were 
breaking this 
part of the 
vows. But it 
became clear 
that the refer- 
ence was to per- 
sons; lifelong 
stable monoga- 
mous relation- 
ships are clearly 
the aim of the 
Church. You 
may neglect 
your wife by 
being always at work, but 
it does not break this part 
of the vows. 

As the first thousand years 
made the marriage blessing 
the key part of the service, 
such blessings have been 
included. There are a num- 
ber of alternatives of vari- 
ous lengths. But to quote 
part of one prayer to give a 
flavour: 

By your Holy Spirit , 
fill bride and bridegroom 
with wisdom and hope ' 
That they may delight in 
your gift of marriage 
And enrich one another in 
love and faithfulness ... 

The service does not deal 
with remarriage. That is a 
discussion that is being 
opened up by the bishops 
in another document. It 
does, however, provide a 
rite for the renewal of 
vows. What is provided is 
a much better selection of 
prayers than previously 
existed alongside the basic 
ASB service. This then is an 
excellent provision for 
weddings in the new 
Millennium. 

The Revd Philip Tovey is a 
member of the Diocesan 
Liturgical Advisory Committee. 



Men and domestic violence, and an unhappy war-time experience i 


Mishandling of sex- 
equality revolution 

I agree that lack of self- 
esteem may well be a cause 
of much domestic violence 
(December DOOR). It 
could also be a cause of the 
suicide rate of poor men 
being four times that of the 
more prosperous and of the 
divorce rate being twice 
(statistics quoted in a recent 
letter to The Times from 
our Bishop and others). 
What is causing this lack? I 
believe it is not unconnected 
with some serious mishand- 
ling of the - otherwise wel- 
come - sex-equality revolu- 
tion of the last 20 years. 

Not only has it left many 
primary schools desperately 
short of male (role model) 
teachers; it has been far too 
one-sided, so that inequality 
in state pension, and bus 
pass, ages is to continue for 
a further 20 years. Combine 
five years’ extra wait for the 
pension with men’s shorter 
life expectancy and it is lit- 
tle wonder that many men 
regard themselves as second 
class citizens. The standard 
response from the Govern- 
ment is ‘there are competing 
demands and restraints on 
Social Security spending and 
currently we have no plans 
to reduce the age for men to 
60’. Is this the way to pro- 
mote self-esteem? 

David Lindsay 
Reading 


Male victims of 
domestic violence 

Your report on ‘Unhealthy 
Silence’ gave the impression 
that only women are vic- 
tims of domestic violence. 
This is not the case. 

You reported that the con- 
ference was told that one in 
four women are affected by 
domestic violence at some 
time in their lives. This was 
a finding from Home Office 
Research Study 191, pub- 
lished January 1999. How- 


ever, this same source also 
revealed that one in six men 
are similarly affected over a 
lifetime. Why the ‘unhealthy 
silence’ on this? The Study 
also showed that during the 
12- month period prior to 
the survey (in 1995, as part 
of the 1996 British Crime 
Survey), equal proportions 
(4.2%) of men and of 
women in couple relation- 
ships reported being assault- 
ed by their partner. 

It is true that more women 
are harmed by domestic 
assault, but even so one 
third of injured victims and 
one quarter of chronic vic- 
tims are male. A survey of 
100 male victims (Dispat- 
ches, broadcast 7 January 
1999) revealed that one 
third had been attacked 
whilst asleep and a quarter 
kicked in the genitals. 

About 40% of incidents of 
domestic violence are alco- 
hol or drug related (Health 
Education Authority survey, 
November 1997) and just 
under half of arguments 
between couples are over 
money (Relate, 1999). 

Study 191 merely confirmed 
what other gender-neutral 
research has been reporting 
for some time, as well sum- 
marised by Professors Mof- 
fitt and Caspi of the London 
Institute of Psychiatry in 
their 1999 paper Implicati- 
ons of Violence between 
Intimate Partners for Child 
Psychologists and Psychiat- 
rists. They also concluded 
that ‘partner violence is con- 
centrated among unmarried 
young men and women who 
cohabit and bear children at 
a young age, especially ... 
who have a developmental 
history of conduct prob- 
lems’. 

When Erin Pizzey founded 
the first refuge for battered 
women and their children in 
the early 70s, she discovered 
and later reported that 60 
out of the first 100 women 


who came to the refuge 
were as violent as the part- 
ners they had left. For this 
honest reporting, she was 
threatened and ostracised by 
radical feminists, and the 
issue has been polarised by 
sexual politics ever since. As 
a result, male victims of 
domestic violence have been 
marginalised in both public 
policies and support. There 
are over 445 refuges in Eng- 
land and Wales for battered 
women and their children, 
but not one publicly funded 
refuge for battered men. 

The majority of male 
victims feel that the police 
and social agencies are 
unsympathetic to their 
plight. The Dispatches sur- 
vey found that 25% of the 
victims had been arrested 
after seeking police help. 
Only seven of the 100 
female assailants had been 
arrested and none were 
charged. 

The present polarisation of 
the issue into male perpetra- 
tors and female victims, a 
simplistic scenario which 
gender feminists still persist 
with despite increasing rep- 
utable evidence to the con- 
trary, is not only unfair to 
male victims and to men 
generally, but is unlikely to 
result in effective policies if 
they are directed at only 
half the problem. Moreover, 
the refusal to admit that 
women can also be violent 
or aggressive in couple rela- 
tionships to any significant 
degree does a great disser- 
vice to those unfortunate 
children who have to live 
with violent mothers. 

David Yarwood 
Ascot 


Accidents & disasters 

Duncan Reeve (Letters, 
December) challenges us to 
explore the question ‘Evolu- 
tion: from what into what?’ 
But in attributing all accid- 
ents and disasters, including 


n Oxford 


death itself, to the fall of 
man through sin, after 
God’s creation, he seems to 
overlook the occurrence of 
‘natural penomena’ such as 
floods and earthquakes. In 
what way may we attribute 
such disasters to original 
sin? 

John B Parker 

Padworth Common, Reading 

'When I was a stranger 
you took me in 1 

My experience as a stranger 
in Oxford in 1940 (Decem- 
ber DOOR back page) was 
similar but without the 
happy ending. We were 
bombed out in East London 
and were evacuated to 
Oxford. On arrival we were 
given a list of addresses in 
an affluent area. Day one: 

20 calls but no room at the 
inn and the way we were 
told made us feel the lowest 
of the low. Later that day 
we obtained a pass that 
allowed us six seats at the 
Majestic Cinema, two straw 
filled palliasses, and the 
right to a breakfast of bread 
and jam and tea. The condi- 
tions were awful, toilets 
inadequate for up to 750 
persons. We sheltered in the 
Cathedral in between trying 
to find somewhere else to 
stay, until we suffered the 
final indignity of being 
kicked out by a member of 
the clergy. After a week we 
decided that it was better to 
go back to the air raids. 

It was a very different story 
when we were evacuated 
again to a miner's cottage in 
County Durham. Those 
who had nothing much gave 
all they could, giving up one 
of their three bedrooms to 
us; there were mum, dad 
and four sons in their family. 
Thank God that things have 
changed so much and that 
our experiences are a thing 
of the past. 

Name and address supplied 


The Hexagon 

Infernatiomt 

Concert 

Reason 

Buy all 6 concerts 
and save up to 25% 

• Thurs 27 Jan Swedish Radio Symphony Orchestra 

• Thurs 17 Feb Northern Sinfonia - with Evelyn Glennie 

• Wed 1 5 Mar Polish National Radio Symphony Orchestra 

• Fri 7 April London Mozart Players 

• Wed 26 April Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra 

• Mon 8 May Philharmonia Orchestra 



Tickets from £12 

A Reading 


BOX OFFICE 0118 960 6060 



Cakes to Celebrate 

Novelty Cakes made for your special occasions 
4- Valentines 4 Mothers Day 4 Weddings 
4 Confirmations 4 Anniversaries 4 Retirements 
Novelty and Traditional 

Ring Natalie Truman on 01993 880384 



Sunrise Cottage, Heronniere Lane, St Sampsons 
Guernsey. GT2 4DL 


Fresh Cut Freesias By Post 
from GUERNSEY 
Sent by First Class Post 
Anywhere in the UK 


30 Freesias for £8.50 
(including post and packing). 
Alternative numbers of blooms available. 


Order by Telephone 01481 235151 
(9am-12 noon Monday to Friday) 
by Fax 01481 239061 


(24 hours - 7 days a week) 



01481 235151 3E 



For all 
seasons 

and all 
reasons 


A Place for Renewal 


Set on the spectacular North 
Devon coastline with hundreds of 
acres of the most beautiful cliffs, 
woodlands, rivers and beaches. 
€an there be a better plactgM^ 
lee Abbey to escape 


“A beautiful 
rare place" 


‘Lee Abbey 

|; fcjfc 


nurturing” 


Holidays for all ages 
Youth camps 
Church weekends 

* >" -jf if ' 

Retreats • Conferences 


CALL m 
TODAY 1 
for FREE 
Mlpif ; 1 
brochure y 

01598 * 
152621 


Lee Abbey, lynton, 

North Devon EX35 6JJ 
E-mail: reiax@leeabbey.org.uk 

Reg. Charity. 
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/ On-Site IT Support for ^ 
Small & Home Businesses j 

Qi Do you require high-grade On-Site IT technical support? 

Aa Don’t know! Not sure! Don’t think it applies to you! 

Are you a home business with a PC, but not sure you are getting the most 
out of it? 

Do you represent a small business? 

Were your systems installed and the supplier just walked away, or just 
wants to sell you more? 

We can visit you and advise on making the best use of whatever your 
computer and whether an upgrade would give you a practical benefit. 

We have expertise in PC Hardware, windows ‘95, ‘98 and NT 
Office applications, personal organisers. E-mail and the Internet. 

Contact: Paul Robinson, Heath Robinson Technologies Ltd. 

109 Morrell Avenue OX14 1NQ 
Tel: 08000 527489 Fax: 01865 430439 
E-mail : paulrobinson @ h-r-tech.co.uk / 


THE 

DRAWING 
OFFICE 

Plans provided for planning and building 
regulations approval. 

Single storey £250 
Two storey £300 
Loft conversions £400 

FREEPHONE 

0800 1690814 


Good homes 
needed urgently 


Oxfordshire Animal Sanctuary Society 
have a large number of family pets 
for adoption by responsible animal lovers 
only. 

Dogs, Puppies , Cross Breeds - 
all types inc. Great Danes, 
Cocker Spaniels, Alsation, 
Lurcher, Pet Greyhound, 

Cats, Kittens, Staffordshire. 

Home required - responsible 
animal lovers only need apply. 

Cross Bred, all types and ages. Sponsorship of animals. 
Also adoption of animals. 

Appointments 

Tel: 01865 559537 

9.00am-11.00am 
Donations urgently required 




MIGRAINE 

DO YOU HAVE 
1-6 ATTACKS OF 
MIGRAINE PER 
MONTH? 

We need volunteers to take 
part in a trial to test a new 
type of treatment for 
migraine. 

In return, you will receive a 
medical 

examination and 
payment. 

For details , please 
phone or write: 

Hammersmith Medicines 
Research 

Central Middlesex 
Hospital, Park Royal, 
London NW10 7NS 

0181 963 4520 



W ith fewer and fewer people getting 
married and staying married, what is the 
Church doing to support and encourage 
married couples? We looked at churches 
across the Diocese to see what they are 
doing, and at some of the resources 

available to them. 




Preparation 

A recent survey suggested that the majority of churches in our Diocese now offer some form of 
marriage preparation. Churches are increasingly seeing the advantage of pooling resources locally. 


IWo-part course 

In Marlow, those getting 
married in church, or having 
a blessing after a civil cere- 
mony, are given a wedding 
pack which includes an 
explanation of the service, 
ideas for music, details of 
legal requirements and fees, 
help with organising the 
wedding, arrangements for 
using audio or video record- 
ing equipment, a plan of the 
church. 

They are asked to attend a 
local two-part course over 
two half days; a choice of 
dates is offered. The courses 
are for several couples 
together, but they work only 
with their partners on the 
exercises. 

Course A is run by Relate on 
behalf of the churches. 


focussing on ‘issues to do 
with the baggage people 
bring with them into mar- 
riage, communication and 
conflect cycles’. 

Course B is run by members 
of the churches in Marlow 
and looks ‘at some detail at 
the wedding service and the 
contract you will be making 
together’. Some of the topics 
on which the couples work 
together are: how we feel 
about the vows and getting 
married; why a church wed- 
ding?; how do we feel about 


having children (how many 
and when)? how do we feel 
about loans, credit cards, a 
join account, saving...? 

‘Relaxed and informal’ was 
the verdict of one couple 
attending the course. ‘I 
would recommend both 
courses to friends,’ said 
another. 

To know more about 
Marlow's course, contact 
Revd Matthew Reed, tel./fax 
01628 472816, e-mail: 
m.j. reed@btinternet. com. 

For details of Relate’s cours- 
es, contact Romy B riant, tel. 
0186S 242960. 


Alpha Marriage Course 

Newly available is a seven- 
week Alpha Marriage 
Course, which starts with a 
meal followed by a talk, cof- 


fee, and work for couples to 
do on their own. 

Send for the £25 pack, 
including audio cassette, 
masters for OHPs and sam- 
ple workbook, from 
Marriage Course, Holy 
Trinity Brompton, 

Brompton Road, London 
SW7 1JA. 


‘It opened our eyes’ 

In the Faringdon area several 
churches have combined to 
organise a Sunday afternoon 
preparation course, follow- 


ing a family service. Lay peo- 
ple are actively involved in 
running it. Here is a typical 
programme: 

10.30am Family Service with 
a marriage theme in one of 
the churches, followed by 
light-hearted quizzes on the 
church building and on mar- 
riage, to be done during the 
after-service coffee 
12.10pm Introductions; 
answers to quiz 
12.30pm Buffet-style lunch 
1.15pm Video (e.g. from 
CPAS Marriage in Mind or 
the wedding from The Vicar 
of Dibley) 

1.25pm Couples talk togeth- 
er using CPAS worksheets 
on topics such as How well 
do you know your partner? 
Hopes and ambitions, fears 
and anxieties. 

2.50pm Tea 
3.10pm ‘What to do if...’: 
questions put to a panel (bank 
managei; Relate counsellor, 
doctor), followed by open 
questions. Literature available. 
3.55pm Devotion 
4.00pm Response sheets and 
depart 

One participant said after- 
wards, ‘It really opened our 
eyes. I thought I knew my 
boyfriend very well, but one 
of the questions opened a 
whole area we had never 
talked about. We carried on 
talking about it on and off 
for the rest of the evening. It 
was something we probably 
wouldn’t have discussed oth- 
erwise.’ 

To know more about 
Faringdon/Stanford, contact 
Revd Michael Wenham, The 
Vicarage, Stan for d-in-the- 
Vale, Faringdon SN7 8HU, 
tel. 01367 710267 or Revd 
Andrew Bailey, The 
Vicarage, Faringdon SN7 
8AB, tel. 01367 240106. 


Photo (above) 

Clergy marriages 

There are 31 clergy 
couples in the Oxford 
Diocese. Will Adam is 
Team Vicar of West Witney 
and Oxford Archdeaconry 
Ecumenical Officer and 
Lindsay is Assistant 
Curate of Bampton with 
Clanfield.Their daughter 
Liberty is one year old. 
‘Some dioceses see clergy 
couples as a problem. We 
see them as a great 
resource,’ says Julia 
Wilkinson, Bishop’s 
Advisor for Women in 
Ordained Ministry in the 
Diocese. 

Photograph: Douglas Yates 


Read on 


‘If we invest everthing in one 
human relationship as the 
most important thing in our 
lives, then we are asking of it 
more than it can bear.’ 

Read the Bishop of 
Oxford’s Pastoral 
Letter on marriage on 
page 8. 


How has the new marriage 
service changed? 

Philip Tovey takes a 
look at it on page 9. 


www. 2- in -2-1 .co.uk 

A new Christian marriage 
web site, aimed to ‘shape, 
enrich, maintain or repair your 
marriage', is launched on 7 
February. 


National Marriage Week 


National Marriage Week, which this year runs from 7 - 14 
February, was started by Christians as a way of giving high 
profile to the importance of marriage, and of offering 
practical ways for couples to assess and revitalise their 
marriages. 

Resources are available from Christian Publicity 
Organisation, Garcia Estate, Canterbury Road, Worthing, 
Sussex BN1 3 1BW. 
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Christian and Unattached? 


How well do you know your partner? 


QUIZ 1 THE PAST 


Write down the answers you 
think your partner would 
give to the following 
questions and then let them 
tell you how well you did! 

• Where and when was 
your partner born? 

• What was their most 
heroic failure? 

• What was their proudest 
achievement before you 
met? 

• Which one person 
has been the greatest 
spiritual influence on 
their life? 


QUIZ 2 -THE PRESENT 


How well are you communi- 
cating now? Try these ones 
about your partners hopes 
and aspiration. 

• If your partner could do 
anything they desired, and 
had all the time, money, 
education and support 
they needed, what would 
they do? 

• What would your 
partner most like to 
change about themselves? 

• What would your part- 
ner want to be doing in 
five years’ time? 


SCORES 
QUIZ 1 

0 correct: Take a break and 
let your partner talk about 
their childhood 
1-2 correct: Good! Around 
73% of couples who tried 
the orignal quiz scored in 
this range 

3-4 correct: Great! Have 
you had in-depth interviews 
with your mother-in-law? 

QUIZ 2 

No points to score. 

Listen carefully when your 
partner gives their answers 
after your guess. 



Taken by permission from the Church Pastoral Aid Society video-based course Marriage in Mind, available 
from CPAS, Athena Drive, Tachbrook Park, Warwick CV34 6NG, tel. 01926 458400. 



Nurture 


Marriage policies 


Then Join 
The Network 

A national association catering for the needs of 
those who are divorced, widowed or single 

Weekends and Holidays 
Hay Events* Personal Introductions 

Contact: David or Gill 
P.O. Box 20 (DR) 

Braunton, Devon, EX33 2YX 

(01271) 817093 





CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN CARS 


'The greatest need is for churches to nurture marriages, 
rather than just last-ditch attempts to save them. 

We need investment in marriage/ says Revd Gary 
Rowlandson, chairman of the Marriage Group 


Celebration of marriage 

The Amersham Deanery 
Mothers’ Union are planning 
a ‘Celebration of Marriage 
and Affirmation of Marriage 
Vows’, to take place in May 
as part of a Millennium pro- 
ject. 

‘Bring your photos’ 

At Chesham Bois, Bucks, 
they are inviting couples 
who were married in church 
during the past year to come 
to a Saturday lunchtime bar- 
becue with their wedding 
photos, for a chance to 
maintain contact with them 
in a relaxed setting. 

Sharing experience 

One way forward for 
churches, suggests Gary 
Williamson, is to encourage 
married lay people to see 
that they have the qualifica- 
tions to help newly married, 
couples. By opening their 
homes and providing a car- 
ing environment, they can 
play an important part in 
nurturing marriages, and 
give support to the clergy. 

Housegroups for the 
newly married 

One church in Bucks is 
thinking of starting short- 
term house groups for newly 
married couples, so that they 
can discuss issues and prob- 
lems in a safe environment 


with people in a similar situ- 
ation. 

Marriage prayer card 

As part of their outreach, the 
St Mary’s Chesham branch 
of the Mothers’ Union send 
out a marriage prayer card 
to every couple married in 
the parish team ministry. 
About 80-100 cards are sent 
out each year. 

Strengthening clergy 
marriages 

How can we support our 
clergy and full-time 
Christian workers in their 
marriages? Married curates 
in the Oxford Diocese were 
invited to a weekend away 
last year to work on their 
relationship and to look at 
issues faced by clergy cou- 
ples. It was the first event of 
its kind in the Diocese and 
was well received. 

Marriage Encounter 

The Percivals (see page 7) 
were involved from the start 
in Anglican Marriage 
Encounter, which has been 
active for over 20 years in 
Britain, helping to build up 
and encourage marriages. It 
runs regular weekends for 
married and engaged couples. 

For details , contact David 
and Liz Percival , tel. 01344 
779658. 


Marriage resources 


’A marriage resource pack, including details of useful 
organisations, as well as the full text of the Bishop of 
Oxford's Pastoral Letter, is available from the 

Oxford Diocesan Board for Social Responsibility 
at Church House (tel. 01865 208213) 


A new idea, not yet taken up in this Diocese as far as we 
know, is to work together as a church, deanery, or even 
community, on a marriage policy. 


Totnes in Devon was the first 
parish to establish a commu- 
nity marriage policy. Com- 
munity leaders from all 
walks of life, including 
church leaders, doctors, 
lawyers, head teachers and 
business people, met with 
the common goal of 
strenghtening and rescuing 
family life. 

The Project aims to reduce 
the divorce rate in the town 
by 25% over the next 10 
years. Couples marrying in 
the town churches are 


Local courses on 
marriage 


• 26 February Oxford 

Preparing couples for 
Marriage: a day course in 
Oxford led by FLAME 

• 8 February Oxford 

Maintaining a Healthy 
Marriage: evening seminar 
led by Rob Parsons 

Details in The DoorPost 


required to attend a mar- 
riage preparation course, 
and those marrying at reg- 
istry offices are encouraged 
to do so. Parenting courses 
are offered through the pri- 
mary schools, and relation- 
ship skill courses are taught 
in secondary schools. 

If you are interested in draw- 
ing up a policy, here are 
some questions you might 
ask: 

• What is our 'vision' of 
marriage? 

• What is the value of 
marraige? 

• What are the stresses on 
marriage today? 

• How can we prepare 
couples for marriage? 

• What support and 
encouragement should we 
give to those who are 
happily married? 

• How can we support 
those who have difficulties 
or when things have 
broken down? 

For more information about 
preparing a marriage policy , 
contact 01823 432420 or 
01923 835654. 


When things 


Counselling services 
The Federation of Christian 
Caring and Counselling 
(FOCUS) produces a list of 
Christian counsellors, 
in Oxon, Berks and Bucks 
Contact Doris Swinbank 
01628 6336469. 


go wrong 

Help for church leaders 

A Church Leaders' Coun- 
selling Service provides con- 
fidential support for church 
leaders and their families. " 
Phone Care for the Family's 
Consultant Counsellor on 
01222 814067 . Out of 
office hours , there is a confi- 
dential answerphone service. 


Very Competitive Airport Prices 
From A Prestige Chauffeur Service. 

Let Us Take You To The Airport & Feel Relaxed 
& In Comfort As We Drive You To The Airport's 
Main Entrance In One Of Our Prestige Cars. 

On Return We Will Be Wating To Meet & 
Greet You. 

All Airport Prices Stay The Same All Day & 
All Night - Same Prices To All Terminals 

Corporate Business Or Non Business Welcome. 

FOR A QUOTATION OR TO BOOK, 

CAU. US ON 

01491 613474 or 07775 582135 

ADVANCE BOOKINGS TAKEN 
OUR STANDARDS ARE HIGHER 


WANTED 

Manager for the 
Churches in Reading 
Women’s Centre. 

We are a thriving Christian Charity based in Reading. 
We provide a Centre, open three days a week, a place 
of safety for all women with opportunities to learn 
new skills in a supportive and friendly environment. 
Our present manager will be retiring at the end of 
May. We are looking for someone to take on this 
important leadership role. 

If you have: 

• a desire to work collaboratively with a wide range 
of partners 

• management, administrative and communication 
skills 

• ability to work with the public and private sectors to 
secure funding 

• the vision to help develop this very special project 

YOU MAY BE THE PERSON 
WE ARE LOOKING FOR 

Hours: 30 per week 

Salary: £15,240-£17,319 p.a. 37 hour week (pro rata) 
Annual leave: 25 working days (pro rata) plus 
Bank Holidays 

INTERESTED? 

For further information and/or application 
form , please call Sheila or Martina on 

0118 9576390 (Centre) or 

0118 9572754 (office answerphone) 

Closing date: Monday 28th February, 2000 
Interviews: Week commencing 20th March, 2000. 
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JESTER CAT HfiO/^ 



• Present building dates from 1084 founded by St 
Wulfstan 

• Norman to Perpendicular styles all to be seen 

• Many Monastic features still remain - Crypt. Cloister, 
Refectory and Chapter House 

• Resting place of King John and Prince Arthur 

• Dream of Gerontius window - a memorial to Edward 
Elgar 

• Cathedral Library containing the unique 1 3thC music 
manuscript Worcester Antiphoner 

Guided tours available daily throughout summer or by 
previous booking for groups. 

Excellent gift shop and Cloister Tea Room 
Disabled facilities and Touch and Hearing Centre 
Tower open on Saturdays April to October 
A popular and and well established Cathedral Arts 
programme gpergtes Th ro ug ho u t th e year with con- 
certs. lectures and exhibitions. 

Choral evensong is sung daily except Thursday and 
School Holidays 

Visits officers or further information tel: 01905 611002 



zCl WINCHESTER 
C V CATHEDRAL 

Dating from 1079 \ but with 
roots that trace back to the 
7th century ; Winchester 
Cathedral has a proud 
history at the centre of 
Church and State for many 
hundreds of years. 

See the longest mediaeval 
Cathedral Nave in Europe , 
its Norman Transepts and 
Crypt, and many other 
treasures including the 
famous Winchester Bible and an extensive 
collection of more modern artistic work. Take 
time to reflect in this ancient shrine and to 
experience the peace, tranquility and 
spirituality which have drawn countless 
pilgrims to this place. 

Then visit the Cathedral Shop and Refectory for 
exclusive momentoes and freshly prepared food 
and refreshments. 

For further information : call 01962 857200 
or visit our website at: 

win.diocese.org.uk/cathedral.html 
^ Winchester Cathedral is fully accessible 



Guildford Cathedral 


Stag Hall, guildford GU12 5UP 
Telephone: (01483) 565287 
Services, Concerts, Tours, 
Brass Rubbing 
Gift Shop ♦ Book Shop 
♦ Restaurant 
Facilities for the disabled 
and free car parking 
Open daily from 8.30am to 5.30pm 



Selby Abbey 

Founded 1069 by Monk 
Benedict of Auxerre 
Norman Arches 
| Spectacular Stained Glass 
Windows 



The Washington Window bears coats of arms 
which forms model for USA flag. 

A splendid Monastic Abbey 

OPEN ALL YEAR April - September 9am - 5pm 

October - March 9am - 4pm 

Admission: FREE - donation boxes 


SELBY ABBEY, THE CRESCENT, SELBY, 
NORTH YORKSHIRE Y08 0PU 
Telephone: 01757 703123 


EXETER CATHEDRAL 



Exeter Cathedral provides one of the finest examples of 
decorated Gothic architecture in England today. Famous 
for its two Norman towers, West Front statuary, Minstrels' 
Gallery and the longest unbroken stretch of Gothic vault- 
ing in the world. Among its treasures are the tallest Bishops 
"Throne" in this country and a fifteenth century astronom- 
ical clock. 

• Cathedral open daily • Guided tours of Cathedral 

• Gift shop and Refectory • Education Centre 

• Facilities for the disabled 


ALL VISITORS ARE WELCOME TO THE SERVICES WHICH 

TAKE PLACE DAILY 

CATHEDRAL OFFICE (01392) 255573 

VISITOR'S OFFICE (0139^214219 FAX: 01392 498769 


Royston 

Electronics 


Specialists in Public Address Systems 
SALES, INSTALLATION, SERVICE 

PORTABLE P.A. UNITS 

Lecterns, Briefcases, Shoulder Units 

Easy to carry and use anywhere 


NEW SYSTEMS, UPDATES, LOOP 
SYSTEMS, C.C.T.V., RADIO 
MICROPHONE SYSTEMS 
CASSETTE OR CD PLAYERS, 
PROFESSIONAL ADVICE - FREE 

P.O. Box 1, Fordingbridge, 
Hants SP6 3PQ 

Telephone anytime: 


01725 518428 or 0589 247960 
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Y Mappa 
Mundi & 
Chained 
Library 
Exhibition 


Standing on the peaceful banks of the River Wye, 
Hereford Cathedral occupies a site on which cathedral 
buildings have stood since Saxon times. A visit today 
will reveal: 

• The beautifully restored shrine of St. Thomas of 
Hereford 

• The exquisite Early English Lady Chapel 

• The ‘ high-tech medieval’ New Library Building 
opened in 1996 

• The famous thirteenth century Mappa Mundi and 
unique Chained Library 

Other activities on-site in 2000 include: 

• Guided tours • Cathedral Shop and Cloister Cafe 

• Tower visits • A working stonemasons yard 

• Three Choirs Festival (August) 

• Celebrity Organ Recitals 

• Concerts • Special Exhibitions 

For more information or to make a booking, please contact the 
Exhibitions Office at: 

5 College Cloisters, Cathedral Close, HEREFORD HR1 2NG 
TEL: 01432 359880 FAX: 01432 355929 
E-mail: office@mappa-mundi.co.uk 


Leicester Cathedral 

Welcomes aft visitors 
Open 730 am-pm 

The Church of St. Martin's was one of six parish churches 
recorded in Leicester in 1086. Extended in the 14th and 
15th centuries and restored in the 19th century, it was 
hallowed as the Cathedral of Leicester in 1 927. 
Visitors are invited to tour the building and see its 
impressive roof, stain glass windows and stone and 
wood carvings. Inside the chancel is a memorial to 
Kina Richard III. 

Outside, the graveyard has been laid out as a garden 
containing many interesting slate headstones. 

The Cathedral Office 
1 St. Martin's East 
Leicester LEI 5FX 
Tel. (0116) 262 5294 


Hexljam 

The Priory and Parish Church of 
St. Andrew, 

Hexham, Northumberland 

Benedictine Abbey founded c.674 by St. Wilfrid, 
Bishop of York, of which the Saxon apse, Frith 
stool and Chalice still remain. 

The present building is mainly a c.12 Augustinian 
priory and has a fine example of Night stairs, many 
medieval paintings on wooden panels and a late 
c.15 rood screen. It has been the parish church since 
1537. 

Open daily 9.00am - 5.00pm October - April 
9.00am-7.0()pm May - September 
Daily worship 

Choral Evensong Sundays and Wednesdays in term time. 
Guided tours by arranement. Access for the disabled. 

Telephone 01434 602031 


St. David's Cathedral 



The building dates from 12th century and 
the ceilings are of special interest. 


Open 8.00am to 6.00pm 

★ DAILY SERVICES ★ 

★ BOOKSHOP ★ 

★ CONCERTS ★ 

★ GUIDED TOURS ★ 

★ DISABLED ACCESS ★ 

Telephone: 

01437 720202 



‘The Maritime Cathedral’ 



Built in 1185 and completed in 1991 
Mediaeval East End and Transepts 
Classical Quire & Tower 
Romanesque Nave 
Navy Aisle <& Mary Rose 
sailor’s grave 

Major summer exhibitions 
Book and gift shop 

Modern and Traditional Liturgy 

Tel: 023 9282 3300 Fax: 023 92229 5480 



VISIT TRURO CATHEDRAL 

The first Anglican Cathedral to be built in England after 
the Reformation, a masterpiece of the Gothic revival 
designed by John Loughborough Pearson. 

The Cathedral stands in the heart of the City of Truro 
and welcomes over 500,(XK) visitors a year - 
Excellent Chapter House Refectory 
Bright and cheerful Cathedral Shop 
Free Guided Tours daily (May-October) at 11.30am 
and 2pm in school holidays or by arrangement with the 
Visitor Officer. 


FLOWER FESTIVAL 
September 8-11 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

8.(X)am The Holy Communion 9.00am Matins (said) 
10.00am CATHEDRAL SUNG EUCHARIST 
6.00pm Evensong 

A very warm welcome awaits you at Truro Cathedra I - 
The Cathedral of Cornwall 

Contact The Visitor Officer, The Cathedral Office, 

14 St Mary’s Street, Truro, Cornwall TR1 2AF 

Tel. TYuro (01872) 276782 Fax. (01872) 277788 


~ Prinknash Abbey ~ 

Cranham ~ Gloucester 


“Discover the 
Monastery, Pottery, 
Old Priory 
and Gift Shop” 



For more 
information call: 


(01452) 812066 



Liverpool Cathedral 


One of the great buildings of the twentieth Century, 
Liverpool Cathedral is open to the public daily from 
08.00 to 18.00. No admission charge - donation invited. 
Facilities include: refectory: Egon Ronay recommended 
open 10.30-16.00. Coffee, Lunches and Tea with 
home made dishes and cakes. S.P.C.K. Shop with full 
range of cards, souvenirs and books. 

Inclusive charge £2.00 (concessions £1.00) 
for Tower trips (weather permitting) 11.00-15.00 
Elizabeth floare Embroidery Gallery. 
Conference and catering facilities for pre-booked parties. 
Main Services: 

Sunday 8.00, 10.30, J5.00 
Weekday: 08.00, 17.30 
Saturday 08.00, 15.00 
Car parking available 

Enquiries 0151 709 6271 
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In the centre of England the small town of Southwell nestles 
in its protecting circle of low green hills, at the heart of the 
town is its Minster, a superb cathedral church with a history 
going back over almost a thousand yearsr 

* Superb Norman Nave 

* 13th Century Chapter House 

* See the world-renowned LEAVES OF SOUTHWELL 

* The Visitors’ Centre incorporates The Minster Shop, The 
Refectory and the Exhibition and Audio-Visual Theatre 

* Full facilities for the disabled 

* Guided tours for groups 

* Open every day. No admission charge 

Evensong is sung daily during term time 
For further information , details of services and concerts, 
and to book guided tours, please telephone 01636 812649 

Southwell Minster, 

Church Street, Southwell, 
Nottinghamshire NG25 0JP 
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here are 

* no easy 

i 

i promises, no 
[glib assurances 
J and no quick 
i fixes - just the 

1 r 

i presence of 
Jesus wherever 

1 

i we are and 

i 

i whoever we 
j are. The future 

* has no terrors 

§ 

i if we know the 
J person who 
1 holds the key to 

i 

i the future. 

i 

s From The Archbishop 
. of 'Canterbury's 

I 

ivlmenniurn ivlessape 


I The Oxford Diocesan Prayer 
; Diary is edited by Graham 
Canning 

I 

| Please cut this section and 
i use it to pray for the needs 
of the Diocese 
I day by day 


Tuesday 1st Burnham and 
Slough Deanery. For the 
process of trust-building in 
order to discover how to 
work more effectively togeth- 
er as parishes and teams. For 
the developing work of sec- 
tor ministry through 
Kingsway Connections. For 
the area dean - Simon 
Brown; synod lay chairman - 
Janet Piggot; industrial chap- 
lain - John Nicholson; com- 
munity chaplain - Allen 
Walker; youth worker - Jo 
Williams; licensed lay worker 

- Norman Critchell; licensed 
lay minister - Michael 
Cockson. 

Wednesday 2nd 
THE PRESENTATION OF 
CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 
(CANDLEMAS) 

For Christ Church Cathedral. 
For the Dean and Chapter, 
and all who support them in 
their work. 

Thursday 3rd Burnham 
Team Ministry - Burnham 
with Dropmore, Hitcham 
and Taplow: clergy - Simon 
Brown, Malcolm White, Sue 
Smith, Alan Dibden, Tom 
Hewson, Mervyn Eden. 
Friday 4th Famham Royal 
with Hedgerley: clergy - 
Michael Smith, Philip 
Roberts, Stanley Bedwell, 
Gordon Briggs. Iver: clergy - 
Brian Skinner, Sue Timmins, 
Alan Bignell; licensed lay 
minister - Brian Griffiths. 

Iver Heath: clergy - David 
Reynish; licensed lay minister 

- John Mitchell. 

Saturday 5th Langley 
Marish Team Ministry: cler- 
gy - Jeremy Hurst, Ian 
Gooding, Christopher 
Hanson. 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY 
BEFORE LENT 
Sunday 6th Riverside 
Team Ministry - Riverside, 
Colnbrook, Datchet, Dorney, 
Eton with Eton Wick and 
Boveney, Horton, 


Wraysbury: clergy - Bill 
Knight, Robert Spicer, Peter 
Abrahams, Carylle Deamer, 
Paul Reynolds, John Harper; 
youth/children Is worker - 
Michael Volland; licensed lay 
workers - Norman Critchell, 
Alison Hassall, Beryl Walters, 
John Hazelden, Rhoda 
Hazelden. 

Monday 7th Slough: clergy 

- Mike Cotterell, Tony 
Cullingworth; licensed lay 
ministers - Bill Birmingham, 
Richard Cholawo, Jim 
Dashper. Stoke Poges: clergy 

- Harry Latham; licensed lay 
minister - Richard Rooley. 
Tuesday 8th Upton-cum- 
Chalvey Team Ministry - 
Slough, Upton, Chalvey, 
Upton-cum-Chalvey St 
Andrew Methodist, Ledgers 
Road Methodist, Kingsway 
URC : clergy - David Miell, 
Tim Norwood, Allen Walker, 
Alan Coldwells, Derek West, 
Roger McAvoy, John 
Newton. 

Wednesday 9th West 
Slough Team Ministry - West 
Slough, Britwell, Cippenham 
(LEP), Manor Park (LEP), 
Whitby Road (LEP): clergy - 
John Nicholson, Ruth 
Thompson, Catherine Dyer, 
Sean Healy, Tony Brennan, 
Nick Plant, John Newton, 
Chris Collinge; licensed lay 
ministers - Bob Saunders, 
Connie Shaw. Wexham: cler- 
gy - George Farmer; licensed 
lay minister PeterToms. 
Thursday 10th Newbury 
Deanery. For all their efforts 
to become more of a work- 
ing deanery where they care 
for, and support one another. 
In particular to pray for their 
forthcoming workshops on 
music and worship, Sunday 
school ideas, youth leader- 
ship and helping the disad- 
vantaged. For the area dean - 
David Cook; synod lay chair- 
man - Christopher Watts; 
licensed lay minister - Edwin 
Revill. 



Friday 11th Beedon with 
Peasemore with West Ilsley 
and Farnborough: clergy - 
Antonia Cretney; licensed lay 
minister - Denise Brown. 
Brightwalten with Catmore, 
Leckhampstead, 
Chaddleworth and Fawley: 
clergy - Adam Smith. 
Saturday 12th Bucklebury, 
Marlston Chapel, Upper 
Bucklesbury: clergy - Tony 
Holmes; youth/children Is 
worker - John Eredotou; 
licensed lay minister - David 
Sammon. Chieveley with 
Winterbourne and Oare: 
clergy - Colin Scott- 
Dempster. 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY 
BEFORE LENT 
Sunday 13th Eastbury 
with East Gaston: clergy - 
William Stewart. Greenham: 
clergy - John Clarke, 

Shephen Lane; licensed lay 
minister - Brian Jones. 
Monday 14th Hermitage 
Team Ministry - Cold Ash, 
Compton, East Ilsley, 
Frilsham, Hampstead 
Norreys, Hermitage, 
Yattendon: clergy - John 
Coombs, Allan Sanders, 
David Winter, Martin 
Warren; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Richard Betts, James 
Perglase, Jonathan West, 
Christine Winter. 

Tuesday 15th Hungerford 
with Denford, New Town: 
clergy - Andrew Sawyer; 
licensed lay minister - Pat 
Gray. Kintbury with 
Avington: clergy - Debby 
Plummer; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Geoff Maddox, 

Marilyn Stubbs. 

Wednesday 16th 
Lambourn: clergy - William 
Stewart. Newbury Team 
Ministry - Newbury with 
Speenhamland, Newbury, 
Wash Common, Speen: cler- 
gy - David Cook, Lorelie 
Farmer, Richard Miller, 
Bernard Dagnall, John Lewis, 


John Wall, Rita Ball, Dee 
Castle, David Crosby, 

Vernon Smith; youth worker 

- Ian Macdonald; licensed lay 
ministers - Stephen Gardner, 
Michael Kerry, Elizabeth 
Pook. 

Thursday 17th Shaw cum 
Donnington: clergy - Brian 
Taylor; licensed lay minister - 
Michael Painter. 

Friday 18th Thatcham 
Team Ministry - Thatcham, 
Dunston Park (LEP): clergy - 
Tom Moffatt, Moira Astin, 
Timothy Astin, Marion 
Fontaine. 

Saturday 19th Welford 
with Wickham and Great 
Shefford, Boxford and 
Stockcross, Shefford 
Woodlands: clergy - Nigel 
Sands. West Woodhay with 
Enborne, Hamstead 
Marshall, Inkpen and 
Combe: clergy - Julie 
Ramsbottom, Richard 
Griffiths, Charles Pakenham. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY 
BEFORE LENT 
Sunday 20th Diocesan 
Board of Finance: chairman - 
John Yaxley; vice chairman - 
Gordon Gill. Our church- 
wardens and treasurers and 
all who hold office in our 
churches. 

Monday 21st Diocesan 
Buildings Committee: chair- 
man - Brian Smith. Diocesan 
Glebe Committee: chairman - 
Elizabeth Higgs. 

Tuesday 22nd 
Deddington Deanery. For the 
continual growing together 
of the parishes around 
Banbury; for the strengthen- 
ing by God’s Spirit of the 
newly-established group min- 
istry for the town; and for 
the ongoing youth work 
recently set up, that right 
decisions may be made for 
the future. For the rural dean 

- Timothy Wimbush; synod 
lay chairman - Stephen 
Corsby. 


Wednesday 23rd 

Adderbury, Milton : clergy - 
John Holbrook; licensed lay 
ministers - Audrey Bayley, 
Basil Biggs. 

Thursday 24th Banbury 
Team Ministry - St.Francis 
(LEP), St Hugh, St Leonard, 
St Mary, St Paul and St 
Paulis House: clergy - David 
Ineson, Les Gollinson, John 
Hancock, David Jackson, 
Tony Adams, Bruce Walles, 
Bill Townend, Chris Knight, 
Kay Johnston, Malcolm 
Johnston; licensed lay minis- 
ters - Mary Jackson, Dennis 
Smith. 

Friday 25th Bloxham with 
Milcombe and South 
Newington: clergy - John 
Stroyan; licensed lay minis- 
ters - David Exham, Linda 
Shepherd. 

Saturday 26th Bodicote: 
clergy - Ben Phillips; licensed 
lay ministers - Brian Gardner, 
George Walker. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY 
BEFORE LENT 

Sunday 27th Shires Edge - 
Claydon, Cropredy, Great 
Bourton, Mollington, 
Wardington: clergy - Peter 
Atkinson, Lynda Alcock. 
Monday 28th Deddington 
with Barford, Clifton and 
Hempton: clergy - Kenneth 
Reeves, David Nicol. 
Ironstone - Drayton, Horley, 
Hornton, Hanwell, 
Shenington, Alkerton, 
Wroxton, Balscote: clergy - 
Jeffrey Chard, Henry 
Ormerod, David Addley; 
licensed lay ministers - 
Pamela Smith John Straw. 
Itiesday 29th Wykeham - 
Broughton with North 
Newington, Epwell, 

Shutford, Sibford, Swalcliffe, 
Tadmarton: clergy - Timothy 
Wimbush, Keith Walklate. 
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CHRISTIAN HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTRE 

PILGRIM HALL 

A lovely old country house set on a 
beautiful twelve-acre private estate offers: 

* Ideal venue for leadership conferences. Church 
retreats or Alpha weekends 

* Comfortable & well-equipped conference facilities 
for up to 1 30 

* Indoor & outdoor sports facilities 

* Leisurely walks in our grounds or in this area of 
natural beauty 

* Excellent reputation for good, appetising food 

* Day conferences also welcome 

We are always happy to discuss your individual 
requirements. Please also phone us for your copy of 

our Yeaj 2000 Diary of Events and for any other 
information you may require. 

« 01825 840295 

We are alreadin g taking bookings for 2(H)] and our own 
holiday are extremely popular. 

To avoid disappointment, please do not delay! 



THE SALVATION ARMY 
HOTELS IN LONDON 

Excellent conference facilities at 


CAMBRIA HOUSE 

VANDON HOUSE 

37 HUNTER STREET, 
LONDON WC1N 1BJ 
TEL. 0171 837 1654 
FAX. 0171 837 1229 

1 VANDON STREET, 
LONDON SW 11 1 OAH 
TEL. 0171 799 6780 
FAX. 0171 799 1464 


Friendly, warm, ‘home away from home’ 
atmosphere, smart, clean and reasonably 
priced B&B. Tea and coffee making 
facilities in all rooms. % 

Full catering facilities available. Near to 
Main Line and Underground Stations. 
We can cater for all your Conference or 
Seminar needs up to 35 at Vatidon and 
15 at Cambria. Full overhead projector 
and flip chart facilities. 

Ring either number above for 
full details. 


mi 
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MORLEY 



RETREAT AND 
CONFERENCE HOUSE 

Morley Retreat House is a beautiful 
Georgian former Rectory in an attractive and peaceful 
setting with five acres of delighful gardens. We provide 
home cooked food and a warm welcome. We have 24 
single and 5 twin bedrooms. Being near to the Ml and 
the A38 north of Derby, the House may well be right for 
your meeting, conference or training event. 


HOUSE EVENTS 

Mar 31-2 Ministry Arch. Gordon Kuhrt £70 

April 7-9 Men’s Weekend Roy McCloughry £70 

April 14-16 Orthodox Spirituality Dr George Bebawi £70 

May 22-29 Painting & Prayer Organised by CARM £205 

July 21-23 Retreat for the deaf S. Bloomfield CA £70 

July 21-23 Massage & Movement Sr. Hilary & Linda 

CHN £70 

July 29-5 Walking Holiday Retreat House Staff £240 

Aug 7-11 Painting Holiday Colin Jones £165 

Sept 1 -3 Discover Your Creativity Alan Kiernan £70 

Oct 6-8 Aspects of Peace Bp Philip Goodrich £70 

Oct 20-22 Taize Retreat Ruth Layzefl £70 

Oct 27-29 Being and Becoming Ann Churchill £70 

Nov 24-26 Ignatian Spirituality Rev Nick Helm £70 

Dec 4-7 Advent Retreat Rev John Leach £1 00 

Dec 23-28 Christmas Houseparty Retreat House Staff £190 

Quiet Days Please contact us for details 


John & Jackie Carey, Morley Retreat House, 
Church Lane, Morley, Ilkeston, Derbys DE7 6DE. 
Tel. (01332) 831293 Fax. 834944. 

Email: Wardens@morleyretreat.fsnet.co.uk 


HEBRON HALL 

CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE CENTRE 



Set in a country location, although only 4 miles 
west of Cardiff. We extend a warm welcome to 
young and old to come and relax in our comfort- 
able accommodation and enjoy acres of land- 
scaped gardens. 

Facilities for 

Conferences, Church/ Fellowship Breaks, 
Retreats, Youth Summer Camps etc. 
Accommodation on a full board or self-catering 
basis for groups of 12 to 120. 

♦En-suite and family bedrooms ♦ Fully 
equipped confer- 
ence rooms ♦ 

Games room ♦ 

Children’s room ♦ 

20 metre indoor 
swimming pool ♦ 

Gymnasium and 
tennis courts 


For details please contact: Hebron Hall, Cross 
Common Road, Dinas Powys, Vale of 
Glamorgan CF64 4YB 
TEL: 029 20515665 FAX: 029 20515776 
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L’ARCHE 

COULD BE A PLACE 
FOR YOU 

Come and explore sharing life in an ecumenical 
Christian Community that welcomes adults with 
learning disabilities and assistants. 

Based in Bognor, Brecon, Edinburgh, 
Inverness, Kent, Lambeth, Liverpool and Preston. 

For further details , please write to: 

John Peet, L* Arche, OX/00, 10 Briggate, 
Silsden, Keighley, W. Yorks BD20 9JT. 

A Registered Charity. 



ASHFOLD SCHOOL 


Dorton, near Thame 

Prep and Pre-Prep Scool 
3-13+ Day and Weekly Boarding 
An excellent academic record 
together with superb facilities 
for sports, arts, music and IT. 

Please contact the secretary for 
more details: 

Telephone 

01844 238237 

Registered Charity. No. 272663 


mm 

Lett on Hall 



O A Christian holiday and conference centre 
situated in the heart of Norfolk, within easy 
reach of a host of interesting places. 

O Enjoy country-house living in the Main Hall or 
rural life in the converted stable buildings 
grouped round the cobbled courtyard of 
Dolphin Court 

O Choice of accommodation on a full-board or 
self-catering basis for groups from 1 5 to 125 
people. 

O Contact: Peter Carroll, Letton Hall, Shipdham, 
Thetford, Norfolk IP25 7SA. Tel. 01362 
820717 Fax. 820877 

Could you offer a 
home-from-home? 

We are urgently looking for Guardians 

For almost two decades, education expert Gabbitas have been 
providing high quality guardianship services for overseas 
students from 8 to 18 years of age attending boarding schools 
in the UK. We are currently looking for local families who 
would be able to care for an overseas student at school here 
and a long way from home. 

Are you the sort of people who would gladly offer a home- 
from - home to an overseas student. Could you give support, 
encouragement and friendship? 

Would you enjoy attending school events featuring your 
student and liaising with school staff over arrangements for 
half-term and exeat weekends? Most of all are you and your 
family able to provide a safe and secure break from school 
and become a second family to a student in need of some care 
aijd attention? 

To discuss the possibility of becoming a guardian, please 
phone Jill Shilcock, Head of Guardianship, or any member of 
her team, during office hours. 

GABBITAS 

EDUCATIONAL CONSULTANTS 
126-130 regent Street, London W1R 6EE 
Tel: 0171 734 0161 Fax: 0171 437 1764 
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SHE 


Host families 

required for young foreign students 
attending English language courses in 
Reading and Newbury 
July and August 
Six day programme arranged 
Good fees 

Please contact: Janet Males 

Phone: (0118) 947 5293 


SMILE v 
EDUCATI0N UK. 

18 YOUR CHILD SCHOOL READY? 
DID YOU KNOW... 

• 80% of a child’s brain development takes place by the 
age of 3! 

• Children absorb more information during the first 5 
years than any other period of their lifetime! 

• Language and speech development is vital for academic 
success! 

• Many children have learning difficulties! 

Smile Education UK. are looking for dedicated 
people who view childhood development as 
crucial and would like to work from home 
selling top quality educational toys and 
teaching aids. 

Enjoy the convenience of a home based career offering 
top line remuneration with genuine advancement 
opportunities. 

Free training and comprehensive backup. 

Opportunity to work full time or flexi-time. 

YOU can make a difference! 

For further information contact 
. 0800-3-SMILEUK ^ 

^ 0800-3-7645385 f 
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Association for Steiner- Waldorf Education 
Mill Lane, Padworth, 

Nr. Reading 

Co-educational Day School 

with kindergartens 
at Mill Lane 

and Christchurch Gardens, Reading 

Children from 2 1 /! to 11 


Do you want your child to develop their 
heart and hands as well as their head? 

Do you want an education for your child 
which is truly different, where music, 
movement and art are an integral part of the 
curriculum? 


Phone 0118 971 4471 

for prospectus and further details 

www.anth.org-UK. / AIDA. 


CHRIST CHURCH 
CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 



4 * 4 * 6 ^. fi a 


Boys’ Preparatory, Pre-Preparatory 
& Nursery School 2V2-13 

We also offer 

CHORAL SCHOLARSHIPS for CHRIST 
CHURCH CATHEDRAL CHOIR 
Bursaries for Choristers up to 60% of fees 
For further details, please contact Allan 
Mottram, Headmaster 
3 Brewer Street OXFORD OX1 1QW 
(Tel: 01865 - 242561) 

(Fax: 01865 - 202945) 
e-mail amottram@cccs.org.uk 


Cranford House School 
Moulsford 

Millennium 

Scholarships 

To celebrate the opening of the new 
Dance and Drama Studio in January, 
Cranford is offering, in addition to our 
annual Academic, All-Round and Music 
Scholarships, a special Millennium 
Scholarship in Performing Arts. 

Scholarship Day is on Saturday 12th 
February 2000. For further details please 
contact the Headmistresses Secretary on 
01491 651218. 

Cranford House School, Moulsford, Near 
Wallingford is an independent day school 
for girls aged 3-16 and boys aged 3-7. A 
largely non-selective school, we are 
justifiably proud of our GCSE results. Last 
year 97% of ail grades were A*-C. School 
Transport is available from the Henley 
area and a minibus service is available to 
meet Reading and Oxford trains in 
Cholsey. 



* A wealth of educational material 

* Montessori environment 

* Experienced Linguist Teachers 

* Only six placements at any one time 

* Open Monday-Friday 8.30am- 3.30pm 

Art & Craft workshops for 4 to 10 yr olds each 
Saturday 11am - 3pm, e.g. weaving, continental doll making, 
breadmaking, paper folding, woodwork and much more. 
For details tel: 01869 369149 


| COLLEGE OF THE HOLY JPIRIT 
|| MILLPORT, l/LE OF CUMBRAE 

Holiday and retreat house situated 
f jpf on l ^ e beautiful island of 
ajp y pW Cumbrae in Scotland and 
-““^^^“^“attached to the Cathedral of The 
Isles, Britain's smallest Cathedral. Open throughout 
the year to groups and individuals. 

Retreats for 2000 include Pilgrimage Week with 
visit to Iona, “Message for the Millennium ” with 
David Winter and “ Stress and Stillness - Doorways 
to God ” with Wanda Nash. 

Further information, including full retreat 
programme for 2000, available from The Warden, 
The College, Millport, Isle of Cumbrae KA28 0HE 
Tel: 01475 530353 Fax: 01475 530204 
Email: tccumbrae@argyll.anglican.org 

EWELME EXHIBITION ENDOWMENT 

Scholarships 

FOR CHILDREN AT 
FEE PAYING SCHOOLS 
For details send SAE to: 

The Clerk to the Governors, 
Ewelme Exhibition Endowment, 
126 High Street, Oxford OX1 4DG 


EMMAUS BIBLE SCHOOL U.K. 


Adult Bible Study 

at home in your 
own time. 

By correspondence 
over 90 courses. 

Send for further details: 

CARLETT BOULEVARD 
EASTHAM, WIRRALL 
MERSEYSIDE L62 8BZ 

Tel: 0151 327 1172 
Fax: 0151 327 1592 




Monkton 
i Combe 

S C H O O L 

PRE-PREP JUNIOR SENIOR 

BOYS AND GIRLS BOARDING AND DAY 2-19 

Help your children build their lives 
on the solid foundation of Jesus Christ 

To find out more about our remarkable Christian 
tradition, and our high all-round and academic 
achievements, come to one' of our 

OPEN MORNINGS 

Junior School Saturday 5 February 2000 
Saturday 6 May 2000 

Senior School Saturday 4 March 2000 



For Open Morning details or to arrange a private visit, please 
contact our Admissions Secretary, Mrs Patricia Neaverson 

Tel: (0I22S) 721133 Fax: (01225) 721 181 
Email: neaversonpa@monkton.org.uk 
Monkton Combe School, BATH BA2 7HG 
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M I L L E N N I U M 

LECTURE SERIES 


‘Into the Millennium ’ 


III! 


Bill 



A series of lectures given by 
Honorary Graduates of the 
University of Reading on a 
broad spectrum of globally 
important issues for the 
next millennium. 

The Lecture Series is aimed at 
a general audience and anyone 
is welcome to attend. There will 
also be the opportunity for a * 
discussion about the issues raised. 

Lectures will take place at 7.30pm 
in the Palmer Lecture Theatre 
on the Whiteknights campus. 

INTO THE MILLENNIUM 

f2000 

THE UNIVERSITY OF READING 


2000 


matters 


1 February - Science and Society 

Sir Michael Atiyah 

Former President of the Royal Society 

29 February - Creative Arts 

Sir Peter Hall 

Theatre director and film producer 

2 May - Human Development 

HRH Princess Basma Bint Talal 


Admission is by ticket, 
obtainable free of charge from: 

1 r i 

The Information Office, The University of 
Reading, PO Box 217, Reading RG66AH 
Telephone: (01 18) 931 8004 
Email: information@reading.ac.uk 


Kingham Hill is a thriving boarding and day school for 250 
students from 11-18, located midway between Oxford, 
Cheltenham and Stratford. It has family-run boarding 
• houses, a full range of creative and sporting facilities, a 
wide choice of GNVQs, and award-winning dyslexia 
support. 

"Our son has not only gained confidence, he 
has gained character, personality and a 
desire to learn and achieve his goals. You 
have a super team of teachers." 

Parents of a current student 


Please telephone 

01608 658999 

for a prospectus 


Kingham Hill School 





A College 
With A 


I? 


It S K I N 
COLLEGE 

mm 


Social Attitude L 


Ruskin College is a college for adults with few or no formal 
education qualifications, who want to return to education either Tull- 
time or part-timfe. 

The College, since its foundation over 100 years ago, has always had 
close links with the Christian Socialist movement, as well as other 
interests groups. Our students come from a wide range of social and 
geographical backgrounds. 

Our learning programmes cover a wide range of interests and many 
of our students go on to gain Higher Education degrees when they 
leave us. 

For further prospectus and information phone 01865 310713 (24 
Hours) visit our web site http://www.ruskin.ac.uk or e-mail 
enquiries@ruskin.ac.uk 

Ruskin College, Walton Street, Oxford OX1 2HE 

Ruskin College is a charity, which exists to provide education for adults. 


Kingham, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire 0X7 6TH 
Fax: 01608 658 658 
admissions@kingham-hill.oxon.sch.uk 
www.kingham-hill.oxon.sch.uk 

R**sl««Kh».»YNo 36S8U 
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Cokethorpe 

SCHOOL 

Boys and Girls 7-18 years 


Open Morning 
Saturday 5th February 
9.30am - 12 noon 


■ Small classes 

■ Outstanding pastoral care 

■ Extended Day. 8.30am - 5.00pm 

■ Extensive local school bus service 

Cokethorpe School, Witney, Oxon OX8 7PU 

01993 703921 

Cokethorpe Educational Trust exists to provide a first class education for every pupil 


THE ABBEY SCHOOL 

Tewkesbury 

VOICE TRIALS 

For boys aged 7-9‘A will be held in 
February 2000 or by appointment 
Valuable scholarships at the Abbey School 

Choristers sing Evensong Monday to 
Thursday during term time - and have 
Christmas, Easter and weekends at home! 

For details please telephone: 01684 294460 


Christian 
Studies 

by Distance Learning 

Short courses for 
a better understanding of 
faith and discipleship 

• Wide choice of Units in Christian thought, 
Biblical studies, Church and society, 
Christian ethics and Spirituality 

• No specific entry requirements 

• Take one or more Units for an award 

• Study at home, with individual tutoring 

• Plus study weekends and regional days 

• Gain Open University credits 

• Ideal material for study groups and to build 
on basic courses. 

Apply now to begin in April 2000 

Infccmcfon Irom Christian SludesMninistetor 
Westminster Colege Qfad, QX2 9AT 
Tel: 01 865 253590 Fcdc 01 865 253417 
email: b.hoddinoH9oKves>.ac.uk 


Westminster College 

in Oxford 

THE COLLEGE OP HIGHER EDUCATION 


. 1 . 


m 
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WESLEY COLLEGE 

BRISTOL 

Ecumenical Degree courses in Theology open to all 


THEOLOGICAL STUDIES (B.AVCertificate/Diploma) 


Introductory Courses 

Liturgy and Homiletics 
Biblical Studies 
Human Development 
Missiology and World Church 
Spirituality 

Theological and Historical Study 
Pastoral Theology, Cast and Practice 
Church History and Doctrine 

Biblical Studies 

Prophecy 

Old Testament texts 
Law and Narrative 
Hebrew 

Theology and Ethics of the O.T. 
Greek 

Biblical Exegesis 
Pauline Studies 
Gospel Studies 
Salvation in the N.T. 

Theology and Ethics of N.T. 

Ethics 

Introduction to Ethics 
Issues in Christian Ethics 
Social Ethics 

Black Theology and Racial Justice 


Theology 

Liberation/ Atonement Theology 
Christian Understandings of God 
Philosophy, Science and Religion 
Leading Thinkers in Modern Theology 
Women in the Church 
Incarnation and Trinity 
Christian Anthropology 
Newman Studies 
Asian Theology 


History of Christianity 

Reformation 
Reformation Thought 
Medieval Church History 
Medieval Studies 
Early Church History 
Modern Church History 
Ecclesiology and Ecumenics 


Religion. Society and Mission 

Chaplaincy in Modern Society 
Christianity, Culture and Liberation 
Interfaith Studies 
Christian Education 


Liturgy and Worship 

Liturgy and Humanities 
Eastern Mysticism 
Sacraments 
Rites of Passage 
Liturgy 


Pastoral Studies 

Pastoral Practice 
Aspects of Pastoral Care 
Leadership in the Church 
Mental Health 
Counselling 


THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY (M.A.) 

Care 

Church, Ministry and Society 
Research Methods and Dissertation 


Pastoral Ministry and Church Leadership 

Principles of Church Leadership 

Ministry and Church in the New Testament 

Newman’s Pastoral Theology and the English 

Theological Tradition 

Aspects of Pastoral Care 

Theology, Ministry and Spirituality in the 

Methodist Tradition 

Mission and Theology in the context of a 
Pluralist Society 

The Church as a Prophetic and Pilgrim 
Community 

Christian Faith and current global issues 


Liturgy and Church Music 

Foundations of Christian Worship 
Liturgy and Theology since 1900 
The Orgins of Anglican and Non-Conformist 
worship 

Music and Musicians in Liturgy 
Liturgy and Culture 


Further details : The Academic Registrar, Wesley College , College Park Drive , Henbury Road , Bristol BS10 7QD Tel: 0117 959 1200 

email: admin@wescolI.demon.co.uk; website http://www.wcscoll.demon.co.uk 

WESLEY COLLEGE IS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL, THE UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST OF ENGLAND. THE DIOCESE OF CLIFTON, THE DIOCESE OF 

BATH AND WELLS, THE BRISTOL FEDERATION FOR THE THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION AND SARUM COLLEGE 
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HARROW 

SCHOOL 

EASTER REVISION COURSES 
A Level, GCSE & EFL 

Boys & Girls Residential & Day 

For further details contact: 

The Easter Revision Courses Registrar, Harrow School, 5 High Street, 
Harrow on the Hill, Middlesex HA1 3HP. 

Tel: 0181 426 4638 Fax: 0181 864 7180 

E-mail: revision@harrowschool.org.uk 
Harrow School is a registered charity no. 310033 


TIME TO LEARN 


A LEVELS/GNVQs? 

YOUR FUTURE MATTERS 

SIXTH FORM INFORMATION EVENING 

Wednesday, February 2nd at 7.30pm 

HIGHDOWN SIXTH FORM >| 

SURLEY ROW, EMMER GREEN, READING, RG4 8LR 

Contact: Mr A McMahon, Head of Sixth Form 
Tel: 0118 954 5700 Fax: 0118 954 5450 
E-mail: hamc@highdown.berks.sch.uk 

An increasingly popular and very successful Sixth Form 




Without doubt, the Church 
of the third Millennium will 
be the church of the two- 
thirds World. But although 
we celebrate the growth 
and vitality of Christianity 
in Africa, Asia and South 
America, are we prepared 
to learn rom Christians in 
these continents? 

Recently, in a workshop, I 
introduced some pictures of 
Christ rom Africa and the Far 
East which set him in the 
context of traditional African 
culture and Eastern religious 
thought (1). First these 
unfamiliar images provoked 
the protest ‘A Hindu holy 
man can’t be Christ; he 
wasn’t Indian’ and 
bewilderment, ‘Only the 
Greek letters and the halo 
told me the Masai ‘elder 
brother’ was Christ’. Then 
we grasped with fresh 
understanding, what it means 
to believe in the incarnate 
Christ, who identified with 
every racial group, in every 
time and place, to reconcile 
all to God. 

This moment of insight lead 
to further, rigorous 
questioning. From the New 
Testament times Christians 
have tried to discern and 
communicate the truth about 
Christ in terms of their own 


religious, social and political 
context. Consequently we 
have a plurality of images, 
from the divine Word of 
John’s Gospel to the Rasta or 
‘Dread Christ’. Does this 
imply that all theologies are 
equally valid? Can non- 
Christian traditions 
illuminate Christian beliefs? 
Some black theologies for 
example, compare the word 
of Christ with the role 
mediators in traditional 
African religion. 

The new focus of the World 
Church is an exciting 
opportunity or us in the West. 
As we engaged with these 
pictures we realised that our 
limited perspective could not 
contain the whole truth and 


our own culturally 
conditioned images of Christ 
failed to express a universal 
gospel which makes ‘all 
things new’. But we were 
encouraged - for Christians, 
learning is a long-long 
process and this is the time to 
discover more about 
ourselves and the Christ we 
share. 

Brenda Hoddinott 

Westminster College, 

Oxford. 

(1) Images from 4 The Christ 
We Share ’ a resource pack for 
churches produced by the 
USPG, CMS and Methodist 
Church. 




Church Mission Society 


Called to cross-cultural mission? 

The Church Mission Society offers over 50 opportunities for 
clergy and theological educators 
community development workers 

teachers of English as a foreign language and other subjects 
doctors, nurses and other health professionals 
and others! 

For details of mission partner service, contact Sue Knight for an information pack at 
Personnel Programmes Teams, Church Mission Society, Partnership House, 
157 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8UU. 

Telephone (020) 7928 8681 
Fax: (020) 7401 3215 
E-mail: sue.knight@cms-uk.org 
Registered Charity Number 220297 


At Sherborne 
we realise their 
potential. 
Come and 
discover how. 

See lessons in progress, art 
and music faculties, sports 
facilities, boarding 
accommodation, dining facilities 
and extra curricular activities. 
Scholarships available. 




Telephone: 

U©§ §©4515©© 


CELIA BENSON 

School of Dance 

Enrolling now for classes in 

Ballet, Jazz/Modern & Tap 

(ISTD Syllabus) 

Headington, Cowley and Botley 
Please ring for further details : 

Celia Benson (01865) 762592 

email :celiabenson @ freegratis.net 


PIANO/ SINGING and 
THEORY LESSONS 

Joanne Edworthy GMUS, RNCM 

A member of Incorporated Society of Musicians 
Performing experience includes ‘Glyndebourne' and roles 
with Welsh National Opera. 

All standards taught including Piano and Singing Grades. 

01494 521969 



THE HIGHLANDS 
SCHOOL 

WARDLE AVENUE, 
TILEHURST, READING RG31 6JR 
Tel. 0118 942 7186 

Affiliated to I.S.A. and I.S.I.S.V 
An Independent Day School 
Girls 3 years - 11 years: Boys 3 years - 8 years 

* All areas of the National Curriculum covered 

* Excellent Pupil Teacher ratio 
French 

Individual Music Lessons 
After School Care 

* Registered Nursery Provider 

OPEN MORNING 
FRIDAY 3rd MARCH 2000 
9.00am - 3.00pm 

St. Edward's & Highlands School Ltd. 

Registered Charity No. 309147 
exists to provide education for children. 


OPEN 1 

Saturday 29th April 2000 

Families are warmly invited to attend. 

The Headmistress will be making a short presentation at 
10.15am & 11.30am 

For further information please contact: 

The Registrar, Sherborne School for Girls, Sherborne, Dorset, DT9 3QN 

Tel: 01935 812245 Fax: 01935 818 290 

Email: ar@sherborne.com Web site: vvww.sherbome.com 


EVER THOUGHT OF BECOMING A 

TEACHER 

of Science, Mathematics, 

Modern Foreign Languages 

If you have a degree of equivalent qualification, and think 
you would like to join the Teaching Profession then 

THE TEACHER TASTER COURSE 

is for you. 

The course is sponsored by the Teacher Training Agency 
and will be run in Oxford on 26-28 January 2000 followed 
by an observation day in a school and a final day on 
14 February. 

For more information call Mrs Pat Lear at Head Line, Roman 
House, 49 Spencer Street, St. Albans, Herts AL3 5EH. 

Telephone: 01727 840015 Fax: 01727 840019 
Email: teachers@headline-uk.com 
Applications from Ethnic Minorities particularly welcome 



Prayer & Nature 
Retreats 


sVr'i 


Never been on retreat before? 

Been on many but want 
something different? 

Come & join those who meet to pray & meditate, share 
silence & Eucharist, inspired by our love of God & nature. 
The retreats, in beautiful places, vary from a few days to 
whole weeks. There are talks & easy walks led by local 
naturalists with visits to nature reserves & SSIs. • 

Time for silence & prayer; 

time for conversation & friendship; 

time to discover more about the counryside; 
time just to pause & rest 

We are ecumenical and welcome all. 

We encourage car-sharing to get to the retreats if possible. 

Some bursaries may be available. 

Details from: Mrs Delma Green, 56 Springfield Road, 
Wincanton, Somerset BA9 9DD (s.a.e. appreciated) 
tel. 01963 33722 

'Creation has been given to us as a clear window through which the light of God can 
shine into our souls. Sun and moon, night and day; rain and sun, the cross, the flowering 
tree: all these things are transparent. 

They speak to us not of themsevles but of him who made them' 

(Thomas Merton ) 

(We are sponsored by the Diocese of Bath and Wells) 


LATTENDALES 


PROGRAMME FOR 2000 


JOHN HURSEY - MUSIC INSPIRED BY FRIENDSHIP. 

Tuesday May 2nd - Thursday May 4th. 

This is a very popular course. The cost is iUO. 

ANTONIA MACARO AND DAVID ARNAUD - 
MAKING GOOD DECISIONS 
Friday 26th - Sunday 28th May. 

The course will include general decision making strategies but with particular 
reference to ethics and moral dilemmas. Participants can expect to acquire a greater 
understanding of how to make deciskms, and, through reflection, teaching and 
practical exercises, discover ways to increase iheir decision making effectiveness. 
Cost far the weekend £1 10. 

RON ABLE WHITE PAINTING IN WATERCOLOURS. 

Monday 14th - Friday 18th August 

The joy of producing your personal work of art can be experienced during this 
week, with expert tuition from Ron Ablewhile, who has been running these courses 
for a number of years. Being limited to ten participants, you need to book early 
Cost 1224. 

TONY STEELE-COX - SELF HEALING WEEKEND WORKSHOP. 

Friday 15th - Sunday 17th September. 

Self-healing, mind, body, emotion and spirit. We will explore tlrese aspects of 
ourselves with the aid of guided imagery, visualisations and other technk|ues to find 
the things we need and the changes we need to bring better balance and harmony 
into our lives. Bring with you openness and a willingness to share. Gist far 
weekend XI 10. 

Joan and David Ellison, Wardens, 
Lattendales, Berner Road, 

Greystoke, Penrith CA11 0UE 

Telephones Office 017684 83229 Guests 017684 83450 
Fax 017684 83058 e-mail 113101.26729compuserve.com 


PETRA PILGRIMAGES 


Amman in Jordan is host in November 2000 to 
the Global Peace Summit. 3.6 million people 
from all three monotheistic faiths are expected 
to visit Jordan in 2000, many of these to pray 
for peace. 

Why not join one to the series of prayer 
pilgrimages arranged and co-ordinated by 

PETRA PILGRIMAGES 

Tour the Kingdom of Jordan, led throughout by 
Jordanians. Visit the rose red city of Petra, and 
lands of the Old Testament, full of 
archeological interest. 

Tours leave Heathrow for ten days on the first 
and third Thursday of each month. From a 
minimum cost of £1062. 

Bookings are made through Petra Pilgrimages 
who have personal experience of the visits and 
have the personal endorsement of the 
Archbishop of Wales. 

For full colour brochure contact 

01495 785261 
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FREELANCE WINDOW REPAIRS 

Double glazing repairs to all types of systems 
uPVC and aluminium 
Quality workmanship and 
personal attention guaranteed 
Very competitive prices 

Tel: 01865 376089 


GROUNDWORKS * 
DRIVEWAYS 


P. KELLY & SON 

Specialising in Groundwork & Driveways 
• Tarmacadam, Concrete & Shinge 
* Edging Stones • Patios & Block Paved Paths 
• Rubbish removal 
All work guaranteed 
Free a FREE friendly quotation 


OXFORD 01865 127049 

1 Crutch Furlong . Berinsfield . Wallingford. Oxford 


GET YOURSELF ON CD 

Are you a karaoke king or queen? 

Do you sing in the bath? 

Capture your talent on CD in our 
P professional studio in Bicester 

Packages from £25 T 

Would make an ideal gift. • 

Call Richard today on 

01869 323521 

www.hall-recording.com 


JASON’S DECORATING SERVICE 

For the finest Painting & Decorating Inside and Out 

Including Modem Paint Techniques, Furniture Distressing, 
Cabinet Making, Carpentry and Floor and Wall Tiling. 
Plastering, Artexing 

For a professional finish Call Jason 

0S06S 890509/Mobil* 0403 773181 


SUTTON 

COURTENAY 

Tyre Sales 
Best prices. 
Best service. 

144 High Street, 
Sutton Courtenay, 
Oxfordshire. 

Telephone: 

01235 848240 


Day <$^ 


When you need assistance and advice 


Nieht Locksmiths 


NO CAI L OUT CHARGE' 


★ LOCK OPENING SERVICE 

★ FREE NO OBLIGATION SURVEYS 

★ LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED 

TO POLICE & INSURANCE STANDARDS 

★ DIGITAL LOCKS & SECURITY BARS 

★ 20 YRS EXPERIENCE 

★ FOR A QUALITY SERVICE AT VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES 

Covering Reading and all surrounding areas 


24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

TEL: 0118 9540124 


McCRUDDEN 
BUILDING SERVICES 

49 Ampney Orchard, Bampton, Oxon 0X18 2AE 
All aspects of building undertaken including: 
Extensions and Alterations 
P.V.C.U. Windows & Doors 

All Purpose Designed and Built Conservatories in Hardwood or P.V.C.U. 
Quotes without obligation 

Telephone: 01993 851373 Mobile: 0402 245197 

E-mail: pmcrudden@aol.com 


Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 5.00pm 
THE KIDLINGTON HIGH STREET, K1DL1NGTON, OXFORD 
- free parking— 01865 841088 _ FR ee parking- 


Select 

— Windows 

Give your home a beautiful new outlook . . . 
with a wide range of safe, secure windows, 
doors, patio doors and conservatories 

Unit 15, TF Smith Buildings 
154 Newland, Witney 

Telephone: (01993) 773880 
Fax: (01993) 771881 


HOMEGOODS 

Homegoods has become established as the 
store to telephone for the keenest prices 
on electrical appliances, competing easily 
with the multiple retail stores also offering 
expert appliance knowledge and 
independent service. 

They specialise in products of excellence, 
particularly MIELE, SIEMENS and NEFF. 
Homegoods also stock WHIRLPOOL 
American fridge freezers and large capacity 
washing machines, built to the exacting 
demands and size requirements of the 
American market. 

Homegoods also supply most other makes 
of major domestic appliances so for the 
most competitive quote on any model 
freephone 0800 919367. 

Delivery of appliances is arranged to suit 
the customer and the old machine is 
removed if required. 

Deans Court • Bicester 
Fairfax Centre • Kidlington 
Freephone 0800 919367 


Sit down, relax 
and save money 


• Wide choice of suite designs 

• Craftsmen btiik 

• All suites manufactured by the seller 

• Guaranteed solid wood frame 

• No middlemen’s profits pushing up the selling 
price 

• All suites covered in your own choice of fabric 

• Plenty of parking 

COME AND SEE A WIDE SELECTION OF 
SUITES NOW AT OUR SHOWROOM 
We are open 7 days a week 
Monday to Saturday 10am - 5pm. Sunday 1pm - 5pm 
31 Park Road, Park Road Industrial Estate, Faringdon 
Just olT the A420 bypass (you can’t miss us - just look for 
Faringdon Upholstery's sign along Park Road) 

Telephone: Faringdon (01367) 241855 

Buy direct from tlic factory' 

FARINGDON UPHOLSTERY 


ANSA 

Electrical Solutions 


Qualified Electrician 
Angus Thornton 
Jib approved - 1 6th edition 
For all your Electrical requirements whether 
Commercial. Domestic or Industrial - Installations, 
Improvements Service and Repairs 
Tel number: 01993 843500 
Mobile 07880 657143 
For professional 
8c efficient service 


ROWDYS 

Designers & Makers of Fine Furniture 

CUSTOM MADE FURNITURE 


Individually designed to compliment any environment. 

• Domestic 

• Offices 

• Boardrooms 

• Contract 

Free quotations for one-off commissions or complete schemes 

Regal Way, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7BX 
01367 242264 


See the new Manager 
for: 


• Upholstery Fabrics 
• Foam cut to size 
O Curtain making Service 
• Net Curtains 
< Remnants from £1 a metre 
3 Dacron (rolls and bags) 


• Curtain Fabrics 

• Tracks and Poles 

> Ready-made Curtains 

> Dress making Fabrics 

• Cushioned inserts 
O Polystyrene Beads 


These are just a selection available 


FIREPLACE CENTRE 


V £redit\ in anc * see 

Facility ) our large range 

Available ) Pine > Stone < 

Marble. Wood etc. 


Friendly 
advice and 
. service . 


Ol 295 Y 1 1 950 


CARPENTER JOINER 

AND ALL DOMESTIC CARPENTRY 

Made to your requirements or standard 
Repair or new 

H.I.A. Carpentry 

Phone 01 18 966 5497 
or Mobile 0411 947312 


^hrf^dneedT^ 


Embroideries 

The local specialist embroidery shop. 

Fabrics, threads, charts, always something new 
Speciality design and making up service. 

Gold threads, suitable for church embroidery 

9 Nuneham Courtenay, Oxford 01865 343407 


GARAGE DOORS 


• SUPPLY • FITTING 
• REPAIRS 
•REMOTE 
CONTROL ‘FREE 
ESTIMATES • LARGE 
SHOWROOM 


Sprinklers 


GARDEN SERVICES LTD 

Tel: (01844) 201555 

WEEKLY/ TWO WEEKLY/ 
MONTHLY 

Grass cutting/ Lawn edging/ 
Weeding/ General pruning/ 
Hedge trimming/ Strimming 

Head office: 

43 Crendon House, 
London Crendon, Bucks 
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Time of your life 


Hear the story, pass it on 

A 'Children's Lent Pack' by Jenny Hyson 


Youth work, rhino spotting 
and.... Disneyland? 


Last year’s Children’s Lent 
Pack was such a success that 
Jenny Hyson, Diocesan 
Children’s Adviser, has pro- 
duced another one for the 
Millennium year. Called Hear 
the Story ; Pass it On, the 
Pack ties in with the Diocese’s 
Celebrating Children 

Millennium project. 

The pack takes us back to the 
Passover story. There we 
will discover how God com- 
manded the Israelites to pass 
on to their children the story 
of their adventures with God, 
and how that same story was 
taught to Jesus when he was a 
boy and told again by him on 
the night before he died. 

But Jesus’ death wasn’t the 
end of the story and Jesus 
commanded his disciples to 
pass his story on to all people 
everywhere, remembering 
him when they ate 
together through the 
symbols of bread and 
wine. 

Through the centuries 
the story has been 
passed on from one 
person to the next, 
and now it’s our turn 


to hear the story, write our 
names into the story, and 
then to pass the story on! 

The pack is suitable for use 
with primary age children in 
church groups as well as 
schools. The six sessions will 
take us through Lent to 
Easter Sunday and include 
ideas for stories, sharing, 
worship and craft. Hear the 
Story ; Pass it On is available 
for £2 a copy (cheques to 
‘ODBF’) from Jenny Hyson, 
Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB. 
Jenny’s 1999 Lent Course 
will be published by BRF in 
July as a book called Love 
that is Full of Surprises, 

COMING UP 11 MARCH 
Celebrating the Eucharist 

a consultation day at Holy Trinity 
Church, Cookham. A chance for 
parishes to reflect and share 
ideas in the debate about 
admitting children to 
Communion before 

Confirmation. Keynote speak- 
er. Bishop Dominic. Details 
and application forms: Jenny 
Hyson 01865 208255. 


Nikki Mullins writes about 
her six month stay in 
Mafikeng with STEP , a 
USPG programme which 
gives young people the chance 
to spend time in a church in 
another part of the world 

I was based at St John’s 
Anglican Church in Mafikeng 
where most of my time was 
spent working with the priest, 
Father Russell (pictured with 
Nikki on the back page). I 
played an active part in lead- 
ing worship, confirmation 
classes, youth work, visiting 
and anything else that came 
up in the life of the parish. It 
was exciting, frustrating, hec- 
tic but always rewarding and 
I feel privileged to have been 
part of the life of St John’s. 
The congregation has at least 
16 different races or 
nationalities and 
three main lan- 
guages. As you can 
imagine, that makes 
for a very rich, but 
potentially difficult, 
parish life. In some 
ways the culture is 
very westernised, 


but in others it is not: the dif- 
ferences can be subtle. 

I was able to 3o some travel- 
ling and after four months in 
Mafikeng it was good to see 
the sea and hills again on my 
visit to Cape Town. Table 
Mountain is^ fantastic! My 
weekend in a game reserve 
was amazing, spotting rhino, 
giraffe, springbok, zebra and 
even a leopard. Then there 
were day trips to Kuruman, 
Kimberley and of course, Sun 
City, South Africa’s answer to 
Disneyland! 

Looking back after a few 
months at home, I realise 
what I am missing - sunshine, 
heat, the laid back atmop- 
sphere and most of all the 
friends I made. Everywhere 
people made me welcome. I 
thank God for the wonderful 
time I had at St 
John’s and for the 
opportunity to 
experience some- 
thing so different. I 
hope I can go back 
one day and per- 
haps remember 
some of the 
Afrikaans I learned! 
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Cartoon by Daniel Collins 


Millennium Crossword by Hazel Goldman 



ACROSS 1 Journalist appearing after 
rough sea calmed down (5)4 Citrus fruits 
are a necessity over in the special forces 
(8) 10 Every fiftieth year, the first person 
in France accepts universal ill humour ..(7) 
11 ... while a smaller sabbatical interval is 
like the last wonder of the world (7) 

12 Children need years to absorb foreign 
tongues (10) 13 Nonunionised driver 
for second taxi (4) 15 Makes sense about 
the Church of England's distinctive nature 
(7) 17 Make him count perhaps (7) 

19 Does it show the caravan as a coming 
attraction? (7) 21 Instrument for locating 
member in real time (7) 23 Standard 
flower (4) 24 Smooth tablet for the mil- 
lennium's fresh start (5,5) 27 Act as go- 
between, but think deeply and lose time (7) 

28 Pariah not in with the actors (7) 

29 Explosive day amenity shattered (8) 

30 Taxed at the centr in the red? (5) 
DOWN 1 The pleasure affected ten men 
surrounding the girl (9) 2 Manages to 
squash two lots of fees (7) 3 Turned over 


one cover not violently but industriously 
(10) 5 Sucking up to sailor with new fill- 
ing in iced dessert (9) 6 Except to prevent 
a goal (4) 7 On the motorway, can I move 
the bishop by hired car? (7) 8 A respect- 
ed man from India, has come up with one 
book (5) 9 Money owed initially by 
Djibouti, Ethiopia, Burkina and Togo (4) 

14 One who has a question for Torque- 
mada(10) 16 Signing on for new role 
development meant losing the article (9) 
18 Begged for free entertainment, note, in 
the end (9) 20 A group on leave (7) 22 
Vegetables: a series of books by a country- 
man (7) 23 Notorious fellow made off (5) 
25 Tiny particle to appear in the morning 
(4) 26 Damage caused by removing top 
extension from women's quarters (4) 

Send your entry in an envelope marked 
‘Crossword’ to The DOOR (address on p 
3) before 6 March. The first correct 
entry drawn will receive a copy of The 
Complete Bible Handbook (DK) edited by 
John Bowker, worth £25. 



Welcome light for the Millennium 

Children from Milton Keynes’ eight Church of England 
Schools attended a 'Celebration for the Millennium’ at the 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone on 7 January. A repre- 
sentative from each school was given a Millennium candle 
by the Bishop of Buckingham, pictured here with Jessica 
Coltman (aged 7) from Stoke Goldington CE First School. 


) 



Hand Crafted Designs 

EWedding Table Plans 
D Place Cards D Inscriptions 
D Dedications 

Daniel Jordan Baker 

Fartherwell, The Paddock, Canwick, 

Lincoln LN4 2RX 01522 526903 




Swimming 
without 
Stress 

If you tick any of these statements, 
Swimming without Stress is for you 

□ I’m afraid of water 

□ I’m good at all sports except swimming 

□ I get out of breath after a length 

□ My neck/ head/ back aches after swimming 

□ My child doesn’t seem to be making progress 

□ I swim with my face out of the water 
Private individual tuition 

01235 223453 www.swimming-without-stress.co.uk 


<s! 


Weddings 
Receptions 
Parties 
Conferences 
from Bach to Beatles 
.01869 331273, 01865 730749 



STANTON IfOUSE 

(Christian Retreat Centre) 

Oxford 


We provide day-time facilities for individuals and 
groups of up to 20 to set time aside to be with 
God- to pray and plan. Small prayer room and 
large lounge available. Pleasaht walks in 
grounds and nearby village. Optional breaks 
and lunch provided. (£10 per person all 
inclusive) 

For details ring 01865 358807 



BUCKS of OXFORD 


Rolls Royce 
Shadow Mark II 
Wedding Service 

Uniformed Chauffeur Driver 
Punctual Professional Service 

TEL/FAX: 01865 326874 

Woodside, Woodlands Park, 
Radley, Oxon 


ANNOUNCEMENT - 

ST. NICHOLAS ADVICE CENTRE, OXFORD 

“Due to ill-health, Stephen and Fiona Cookings regret to announce the closure 
of the St Nicholas Advice Service in Oxford and would like to thank everyone 
for their support and prayers over the last two years. Stephen is continuing to 
train to become a recognised Immigration Advisor and will still be working in 
East Oxford while Fiona is currently training for a Diploma in Psychodynamic 
Counselling and has begun taking clients. The Pakistan St. Nicholas Advice 
Service is still in operation in Pakistan and is being run by a dedicated team of 
volunteers under the guidance and control of Mr Sultan Ali Dogar. a tireless 
supporter of the work of St. Nicholas and someone who shares our vision 
which is to work towards building and resourcing a Health Clinic in Faisalabad. 
Pakistan, whose services would be free to those who cannot afford to make a 
contribution towards their treatment. Please continue to pray for the health and 
protection of all those connected with the Pakistan St. Nicholas Advice Service 
and that we will always be guided by God’s love and compassion for others”. 

Stephen and Fiona Cookings, Co-Founders, 
January 2000 



Photo: Lionel Grech 
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Searchings for 
spiritual fulfilment 


New cantata celebrates 
Oxford’s role in founding 
New Zealand city 


This latest publication by the 
eminent Oxford theologian 
and Principal of Wycliffe 
Hall, Alister McGrath, is 
subtitled 'searchings for spir- 
itual fulfilment' and, iri the 
words of the author, 'is an 
exploration of the theme of 
human longing and what it 
points to'. In 17 short chap- 
ters and 123 pages this is 
explored in some detail. 

To summarise: Once basic 
human needs of food and 
shelter have been satisfied, 
many people long for some- 
thing that is really worth- 
while. This may lie beyond 
this world and if this is so we 
should, according to the 
author, encounter some hints 
of it here. It is commonplace 
to assert that all earthly joys 
are transient. The sense of 
emptiness and longing that 
this realisation brings may 
contain a clue - an ending of 
that emptiness and, by tak- 
ing, away its pain, put in its 
place something intrinsically 
worth possessing. This is 
something which is like the 
very best in this world, only 
better. This is the Promised 
Land which can be glimpsed 
but cannot be reached until 
the King of that land comes 
out to where we are. This 
King is Jesus Christ who 
comes to redeem his people 
and lead them from darkness 
into light. This redemption 
is achieved through the cross 
- something which allows us 
to break free from our 
imprisonment and achieve 
our true destiny and true ful- 
filment in God - a God who 
wants to be known and 
chooses to come and find us. 
Jesus Christ offers spiritual 
healing but faith is necessary 
to achieve this. He made his 
journey through death in 
order to lead us through that 
same death to the glorious 
world that lies beyond. So 
we journey in hope and will 
be welcomed in heaven. All 
this is possible because we 



can relate to a loving and 
personal God who loves us 

and whom we can love in 
return. Nothing can destroy 
or remove this. 

This summary is necessarily 
somewhat simplified but 
even so it is clea ( r that the 
author has achieved his aim 
However, a number of ques- 
tions remain in the mind of 
the reviewer of this book. 
These are not predominantly 
to do with the theology of 
the argument. 

It is difficult to determine 
whether this publication is 
the result of long and pro- 
found thought or whethpr it 
is simply the cobbling 
together of a number of pre- 
viously well reasoned ideas. 
It is also difficult to deter- 
mine precisely for whom this 
book is intended. No doubt 
the professional theologian 
or cleric is familiar with the 
arguments advanced. It may 
appeal to the lay person who 
wishes to explore spiritual 
matters. It could also be 
used as a source of sermons 
by those training for the 
priesthood which would fit 
in well with the present 
occupation of the author. 
The book is attractively pre- 
sented and lavishly illustrat- 
ed and in this respect the 
publisher has done the 
author proud. Whether at 
£12.99 this represents value 
for money only the reader 
can decide. Unfortunately, 
at a second reading the 
review copy disintegrated. It 
is to be hoped that this is not 
some kind of omen! 

Mary Greaves, Marston 



The Oxfordshire sculptor 
and painter Nicholas 
Mynheer was an exhibitor 
in 'Light of the World’, 
Christ’s story told through 
art, in Edinburgh’s City Art 
Centre. The millennium 
exhibition, which ended 
last month, looked at each 
stage of Jesus’ life through 
art from different periods 
and cultures, and included 
the work of the world’s 
leading artists such as 
Rembrandt and Durer. 
Nicholas, from Horton cum 
Studley, is working on a set 
of Stations of the Cross. 


A new cantata to be per- 
formed in Oxford later this 
month celebrates the found- 
ing of Christchurch, New 
Zealand 150 years ago. 
Oxford played a key role in 
the founding of the Canter- 
bury Province of New 
Zealand and its principal 
city, Christchurch, which 
takes its name from Christ 
Church, Oxford. More than 
25 Christ Church men were 
members of the founding 
organisation in 1850 for this 
special settlement, which 
was established around a 
cathedral and university col- 
lege. 

The cantata Around the 
Curve of the World, written 
for the choir of Christ 
Church, Oxford by Francis 
Grier, will be given its world 


premiere in the Sheldonian 
Theatre, Oxford on 

Saturday 26 February at 
7.30pm. It will be conducted 
by Stephen Darlington, 
Organist and Tutor of Music 
at Christ Church. It was 
commissioned by the 

Canterbury Association 
2000, of which the Queen is 
patron. 

In telling the story of the 
founding of the colony, the 
cantata for soloists, chorus 
and orchestra also serves as a 
parable for our own spiritual 
journeys into a new environ- 
ment and new millennium. 

It is appropriate that the 
principal solo role, that of 
the founder of Christchurch, 
John Robert Godley, will be 
sung by baritone, Paul 
Whelan, who was himself 


born in Christchurch. The 
libretto is by the playwright 
Sue Mayo. 

Francis Grier, pictured 

below, was Stephen 

Darlington’s predecessor as 
Organist at Christ Church. 
Now based in London, he is 
a prolific composer, concen- 
trating on music with a spir- 
itual dimension. 

For details of how to book, 
see What’s on 
in The DoorPost 
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Memories of a country parson 

Editors of the Oxford Diocesan Magazine, predecessor of 
The DOOR, at their final meeting in 1989. 

Left to right sitting: Michael Hayter, David Peck, Ray 
Nichols; standing: Wilfred Browning, Jonathan Meyrick. 
The illustration is taken from Michael Hayter’s The 
Rector of Steeple Aston: a memoir of the years 1946 -1976 
in the life of a country parson and his parish.lt was pub- 
lished by his daughter to celebrate his 80th birthday 
and is available from KD Venning, 10 South Bailey, 
Durham DH1 3EE £15 including postage, or from the 
author: Felden House, Charlton, Banbury 0X17 3DL. 


A useful and usei^friendly 
New Testament introduction 


Since its first appearance in 
1986 this book by John 
Drane, now Professor of 
Practical Theology at 
Aberdeen University, has 
arguably been the most use- 
ful and user-friendly non- 
technical introduction to the 
New Testament available. 
This new edition is basically 
the same as the original, but 
there is good new material, 
including a chapter on Paul’s 
view of the Christian life, 
some concluding pages on 
interpreting the New 
Testament and on textual 
criticism, and also new 
indices, diagrams and illus- 
trations and an updated bib- 
liography. 

Scholars may have questions 
about what Drane has or has 
not included - for example, 
he does not give a lot of 
attention to ancient rhetoric 
as a possible background to 
Paul’s letters. There are also 
some surprising omissions in 


the bibliography, including 
RT France on Matthew, EP 
Sanders on the historical 
Jesus, IH Marshall on Luke, 
JL Martyn on John, CJ 
Hemer on Acts - not to men- 
tion my own book on Paul 
and Jesus! 

But these are minor criti- 
cisms of a book which is 
very well produced, and 
which at £20 must remain a 
best buy for the student or 
lay person wanting a read- 
able and reliable first hand- 
book on the New Testament. 

David Wenham 
Tutor in New Testament 
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford 



INTRODUCING THE 
NEW TESTAMENT 
(SECOND ED): 
JOHN DRANE 
LION £20 


EARN EXTRA CASH 

Working at home, taking simple phone call 
enquiries or mailing envelopes or typing. For 
FREE information pack please send SAE to: 

Prestige Finance, 39 Queens Road, 
London Nil 2QP 
or Phone 0181 881 7459 (24 hours) 

WANTED 

Serious People looking to lose 
weight and feel great, in the 
next 30 days. 

• Natural Products 
• 30 Day Money Back Guarantee 

Call Joan 01865 311309 

Independent Herbalife Distributor 


A = * 


celebrate your life ! 



Creative Memories 
professionals can 
guide you every step 
of the way, teaching 
you how to organise 
your photographs and 
actually start your 
scrapbook albums. 

Classes are now available in this area, 
costing just £5 (including both materials 
and tuition) 

Call your Creative Memories Consultant 
for more information on: 01608 642024 


Where are your 
precious photographs? 

If they are in drawers or albums that are 
destroying the Images they are meant to 
protect 

... help is 
available! 


&biwmnes_ 
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Wanted: Verger / Caretaker 
for St Giles Church & 
Parish Hall, Oxford 

Duties include welcoming visitors, preparing the church 
for services, being responsible for security of church and 
parish hall, and assisting generally in administration 
and maintenance. Applicants should be practising 
members of the Anglican Church and enjoy working as 
part of a team. 20 hours per week, £8000p.a. Cottage 
available at preferential rent, 5 weeks annual holiday. 

Applications to: Revd Dr Andrew Bunch 
The Vicarage, Church Walk, Oxford 0X2 6LY 
Telephone: 01865 510460 

Closing date for applications 19th February 2000 



The oldest model 
village in the world 


Warwick Road 
Beaconsfield, Bucks 

Tel: 01494 672919 


A miniature 
wonderland 
depicting rural 
England in the 
1930s with 
Gauge 1 model 
railway. 
Open every day 
10-5 

15th February - 
2nd November 
(function 2 M40) 


BUTLERS 

MORNING AND EVENING 
WEAR HIRE 

FOR WEDDINGS - DINNERS - PARTIES - 
AND SPECIAL OCCASIONS 

OPEN 6 DAYS 

24 KING STREET, READING, BERKSHIRE 


0118 957 3789 


14 LONDON STREET, BASINGSTOKE. HANTS 


01256 321322 
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ww.wedding-stationeiy.com 

Totally individual 
wedding stationeiy 
, i created for you. 

s Choose a subject significant for 
vyf / both of you and let us create a 
delicate pencil sketch for reproduction 
on all the items you may need 

> 1 |. Si , 

lieiieSCULTnilttl) fx Benefit fiom 
iwlliJ) CARDS 1 moderns technology 

| P and see your names and 
chosen motifs laser-cut into the front of 
I * your stationeiy. 

#*/»< 4 I I \ 



I Contact us direct vV 


Telephone^ fat .02? 20813361 

flhistiatcd Stationeiy Ltd * # 
Ty-rhiw, Taffia Well CT15 7DZ 
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30 priests for area 
bigger than the UK 

Nick Molony introduces the first of a series of progress reports on 
our link with the Diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman 


New step for the Porch 


IT IS HARD TO IMAGINE a 

Diocese one and a half times 
the size of Great Britain with 
only 30 full-time priests. So 
the recent month-long visit by 
Canon Ossie Swartz, 
Kimberley and Kuruman’s 
Diocesan Secretary, helped us 
to understand our link Diocese 
a little better. 

Like our own Diocese K and K 
is a mixture of urban and rural 
but there the similarity ends. 
Whilst there are some irrigated 
areas much of K and K is dry 
and unproductive. Part of the 
Diocese is in the Province of 
the Northern Cape. Another 
part is in the newly formed 
North-West Province which 
includes part of 

Bophuthatswana, one of the 
so-called independent tribal 
republics created by the old 
regime. 

Poverty is also very evident. 
Recently three serving priests 
died within one week and it 
has been difficult to replace 
them. Other Dioceses in the 
Province top up what is raised 
locally to provide a basic 
stipend which is far lower than 
in most other parts of the 
country. The Oxford Diocese 
is pledging itself to provide the 
equivalent of two additional 
stipends over a period of ten 
years. This has enabled priests 
to be placed in two parishes: 
Tsineng, on the edge of the 


Kalahari Desert, and 
Hartsvaal where Canon Peter 
Bugg, a former Oxford 
Diocesan Agricultural 

Chaplain, put in some sterling 
work for nearly a yean 
As we come to see more of the 
strain and reality of life in K 
and K, much of the energy of 
the link in the next few 
months will be to discover 
how we can be more effective 
partners. The few parish to 
parish links provide an insight: 
two key parishioners from 
Ritchie near Modderiver, for 
example, recently visited 
Hitcham in the Burnham 
Team. A lay member of a 
South Buckinghamshire con- 
gregation went to Kimberley 
as a guest in December and an 
Oxfordshire priest hopes to 
spend a few months serving in 
a parish which is vacant. The 
findings of these and other vis- 
itors will help us to see how 
best we can grow closer. 

Sadly for us Ossie Swartz is 
leaving to take up a post with 
USPG in London but he will 
remain in touch. The link is 
after all, a two way relation- 
ship and there is much for us 
to learn about the increasing 
role of lay ministers and dea- 
cons in a rapidly changing 
Church and society. 

Please remember Bishop 
Itumeleng and his Diocese in 
your prayers. 
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HOMELESSNESS SUNDAY 

(January 30), winter weather, 
new government initiatives - 
homeless people may be in 
the forefront of our thoughts 
at the moment. 

The Porch, on St Mary's 
Road in East Oxford (small 
picture below), has been pro- 
viding a drop-in service for 
people in need for the last 
thirteen years. Now it is 
planning a £200,000 project 
which will provide much 
more than somewhere to go 
to receive basic handouts of 
free food. It is setting up a 
new day centre where people 
will get the support they 
need to get back into main- 
stream society. 

The name for the new centre 
has been chosen by Porch 
users: ‘The Porch Steppin' 
Stone Centre’. That all- 
important apostrophe pro- 
vides a play on words - not 
only the stepping stone out 
of dependency but the invita- 
tion to step into a new life. 
Users and volunteers in the 
Steppin' Stone Centre will 
be known as 'members'. 
Involving them in the plan- 
ning and running of the centre 
is at the heart of the project. 

Most of the people who are 
expected to use the new cen- 
tre are not strictly speaking 
homeless. Many live in bed 
and breakfast hotels and 
multi-occupation houses in 
East Oxford where there is 
little or no access to proper 
meals and clean cooking or 
washing facilities. Others are 
housed in flats where they 
are isolated and find it hard 
to manage their lives. 

At the heart of the Steppin' 
Stone Centre will be good 
nutritious meals at low 



prices, with other facilities 
such as washing machines, 
showers and a clothing store. 
Healthy living is a topical 
subject. The new centre will 
address a widespread 
demand amongst Porch users 

for information and 

training on health 
issues, including wise 
eating, first aid and 
support for people 
giving up addiction. 

Many people need 
help in basic life 
skills such as shop- 
ping, cooking and 
managing money. 



There will be classes in these 
things and also in literacy, 
numeracy, computing and 
other skills which will help 
people towards employment. 
As people gain skills and are 
involved in running the place 
they will grow in the 
confidence which so 
many lack. 

The idea of the 
Steppin' Stone 
Centre is that it 
should be place 
where people will 
feel at home and 
have plenty to do. 
Games, art work 


Donations can be sent to Lisa 8rophy,‘ Pgrch, All Saints Convent, St 
Mary's Road, Oxford 0X4 1RU. Chequed should be made payable to 
'Porch Account Reg Charity 228383'. 

To offer help ring Oxford 728545. 


and other activities will be 
available there. The plan is 
to encourage creative writing 
and to produce a news-sheet. 
Sports will be organised; in 
fact there has already been a 
rounders match between the 
Porch and its sister drop-in 
centre Gatehouse. The Elder 
Stubbs Allotment 

Association have thrown 
their support behind the 
scheme and are preparing an 
allotment, to be ready in 
March for gardening activi- 
ties, which is already attract- 
ing great interest (see picture 
left). 

The Porch is part of the min- 
istry of the Society of All 
Saints Sisters of the Poor. 
The Society already owns the 
building at 139 Magdalen 
Road where the new centre is 
to be. However there is a big 
task ahead in raising the 
£200,000 needed for conver- 
sion and start-up costs. A 
further £200,000 a year will 
be needed to run the project, 
much more than the £80,000 
which the Porch currently 
costs. 

Most of the money must be 
raised from trusts and grant- 
ing bodies and from many 
kind churches and individual 
supporters. All donations 
and offers of fund-raising or 
other help will be gratefully 
received! 

Victoria Mort 


Victoria Mort has just com- 
pleted a thesis on the Network 
of homelessness organizations 
in Oxford of which the Porch 
is a member. She is currently 
the development worker for 
the Porch Steppin' Stone 
Centre project. 



St Brelade’s Bay, Jersey JE3 8EA, C.l. 
Tel: 0 1 534 42239 Fax: 0 1 534 47433 


Hotel Register® Non Licensed 

JERSEY’S ORIGINAL 
CHRISTIAN HOTEL.... 

A Hotel where service and guest care are paramount... 

A Hotel with views so stunning they catch your breath... 
A Hotel dedicated to peaceful relaxation... 

A Hotel whose food is renowned and applauded... 

A Hotel with private access to a magnificent beach 
through beautiful manicured gardens... 

Whether you re a Church group , or a single traveller, 
don 7 gamble with your precious holiday, come and 
experience a welcome and fellowship you thought were 
just a memory. 

THE BIARRITZ CHRISTIAN HOTEL JERSEY.... 
ONCE VISITED, NEVER FORGOTTEN. 

WINNER OF THE JERSEY TOURISM 
COURTESY HOTEL OF THE YEAR 
AWARD FOR 1999!!! 

OPENING FOR EASTER 2000 AND BOOKING FAST! 
TELEPHONE NOW FOR A BROCHURE & TARRIF 

01534 742239 



COULD IT BE YOU? 

A day exploring God’s call to full-time ministry 

Wycliffe Hall, Oxford 
February 12th 2000 
Seminars to include: 

The challenges of Christian 
ministry today 
Opportunities for training 
Anglican selection procedures 
Life at theological college 
A vision for ministry 

For further details, please contact Helen 
Mitchell, Wycliffe Hall, 54 Banbury Road, Oxford OX2 6PW. Tel: 
01865-274201. 

Email: helen.mitchell@wycliflfe.ox.ac.uk 





'A light for revelation to the 
Gentiles, and for glory to your 
people Israel’ (Luke 2:32) 

The first week of February 
always sees ‘Candlemas’ or 
the Feast of the Presentation 
marking the moment 40 days 
after his birth when Jesus 
was ‘presented to the Lord’ 
in the Temple. It’s one of 
those strange stories connect- 
ed with nativity narratives in 
the Gospels which we either 
ignore or take for granted. 
Older readers, like me, will 
recognise the words from the 
Nunc Dimittis , the Song of 
Simeon, which are at the 
head of this piece. 

Simeon is the lead player in 
the drama - an old man who 
has waited faithfully in the 
Temple courts for the coming 
of the Messiah, confident, 
one assumes, that he would 
be male and therefore would 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


one day have to be ‘present- 
ed’ there to the Lord. Simeon 
had been assured ‘by the 
Holy Spirit’ that he would 
see the Messiah before he 
died; and now that he has, 
his song invites the Lord to 
let him ‘depart in peace’. 
Alongside Simeon was an 
elderly woman, Anna, also 
waiting for ‘the redemption 
of Jerusalem’ and able now 
to offer thanks for the 


Canon David Winter is assistant 
priest in the Hermitage Team and 
author of many books including 

Message for the Millennium (BRF) 


fulfilment of God’s promise. 
Simeon spoke of a Saviour 
who would lift up some and 
cast down others, who would 
bring sorrow to his mother’s 
heart but ‘glory’ to Israel and 
‘light’ to other nations. We 
know that the period leading 
up to" Christ’s birth was a 
time of exceptional anticipa- 
tion of the coming of the 
Messiah. Various sects and 
religious groups, like the 
Essenes of the Dead Sea com- 
munity, were foremost 
among those longing for the 
Messiah to appear. 

But when he did, it was to a 
bunch of shepherds, and to 
two old people in the 
Temple. It seems that no-one 
else noticed the coming of the 
Child or recognised his iden- 
tity. There is a warning here 
for all of us who think we 
know when, how or in what 
way God is going to act! 











